CHOSEN, CHALLENGED, & CHANGED:
LIVING READY FOR CHRIST’S RETURN
Week 1
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A CHURCH THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE
Acts 17:1-10; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

THE BIG IDEA: Like the Church at Thessalonica, God has called His Church today to make a difference for His Kingdom.

[bookmark: _Hlk83888406]A CHURCH THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE PRIORITIZES:
____________________ OVER COMFORT
· “As usual, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Messiah to suffer and rise from the dead: ‘This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Messiah.’ 4 Some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, including a large number of God-fearing Greeks, as well as a number of the leading women.” (Acts 17:2-4)
· The Church at Thessalonica no only received the teaching from Paul, but they committed themselves to the work of the Gospel in spite of opposition.
· “We recall, in the presence of our God and Father, your work produced by faith, your labor motivated by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 1:3)
· “and you yourselves became imitators of us and of the Lord when, in spite of severe persecution, you welcomed the message with joy from the Holy Spirit. 7 As a result, you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia.” (1 Thessalonians 1:6-7)
· Our suffering as Christians becomes bearable when we understand that there is purpose in it, that we grow from it, and our opposers will be dealt with by God.
· “and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.” (1 Thessalonians 1:10)


A CHURCH THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE PRACTICES:
___________________ OVER LEAVING
· “We always thank God for all of you, making mention of you constantly in our prayers. 3 We recall, in the presence of our God and Father, your work produced by faith, your labor motivated by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you.” (1 Thessalonians 1:2-4)
· “Genuine love is willing to go the distance, even to the point of exhaustion and weariness.” – Mark Howell
· Jesus - “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:35)
· A Church that is committed to loving one another over leaving one another cannot be stopped from accomplishing God’s work.

A CHURCH THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE POSSESES:
___________________ OVER CONSUMERS
· The Church at Thessalonica gave up worldly and empty pursuits in exchange for authentic worship and eternal hope.
· “As a result, you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord rang out from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place that your faith in God has gone out. Therefore, we don’t need to say anything, 9 for they themselves report what kind of reception we had from you: how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.” (1 Thessalonians 1:7-10)
· A truly converted Christian realizes that life transformation is the result of the Gospel, as opposed to only behavior modification.
· “Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
· “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, and see, the new has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
· Like the Church at Thessalonica, God is building His Church at Renew to turn this city, and the world upside down for His glory.

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: Describe a time when you were chosen for something and you were excited about it OR a time you were chosen for something and had anxiety/fear about it?
Start thinking: 
· What do we learn about God from Acts 17 & 1 Thessalonians 1?
· What do we learn about Jesus from 1 Thessalonians 1?
· Why was Paul so encouraged by the Church at Thessalonica??

Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· How can you encourage fellow Christians to be “real” with each other so that the Church can make a difference?
· What was it about Thessalonica that made it such an important place to plant a church? How does that compare with our city?
· How are you doing at living out the three principles from this sermon (Commitment over Comfort/Loving over Leaving/Converts over Consumers)? What might you need to do different?
· Are you a “Contagious” Christian? Would others look to your life and desire to imitate your faith and walk in Christ?
· How can you/we demonstrate an enduring love for others inside and outside the Church? Be specific.

Pray Boldly	
· Pray for our Church to be an effective Gospel witness in our city that brings about change for God’s Kingdom.
· Pray for each member, and future members, to embrace a biblically transformed life of sacrifice, service, and love for God and others.
· Pray against any idols you may have in your life.
· Pray for our Pastor: That the Lord continue to lead him, shape him, protect him, and give him strength as he shepherds Renew Church.


