CHOSEN, CHALLENGED, & CHANGED:
Living Ready For Christ’s Return
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

FROM SORROW TO HOPE

THE BIG IDEA: Even in seemingly hopeless times we find hope in the promise that Jesus is coming back for His Church and we will be with Him always.

WHEN WE LACK UNDERSTANDING OF THEOLOGICAL ISSUES WE END UP CONFUSED, FRUSTRATED, AND WORRIED
· “But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope.” (1 Thessalonians 4:13)
· Death is an event that causes your physical body to “sleep” while your spirit continues to be fully alive.
· “Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 5:8)
· When people die their bodies go into graves, but the spirits of Christians go immediately into the presence of the Lord, while the spirits of non-Christians go immediately into hell.
· “The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side.” (Luke 16:22-23)
· Our body will be reunited with our spirit one day in a glorified state.
· “Dear friends, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet been revealed. We know that when he appears, we will be like him because we will see him as he is.” (1 John 3:2)
· Having hope in times of difficulty and loss is rooted in having a biblically grounded understanding of Christian doctrine.
· “Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light on my path.” (Psalm 119:105)

JESUS’ DEATH AND RESURRECTION SERVE AS THE PROVISION FOR OUR SALVATION AND THE PROMISE OF OUR REUNION WITH HIM
· “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.” (1 Thessalonians 4:14-15)
· The beauty of the Gospel is that death is not final, and that we who are in Christ will have an epic reunion with Jesus when he returns for His Church.
· “So also Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.” (Hebrews 9:28)
· “Since God was faithful to raise Jesus from the dead, the same promise holds true for those who love Him.” – Mark Howell

JESUS WILL RETURN SUDDENLY ON HIS TIMING
· “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God…” (1 Thessalonians 4:16a)
· Our concern should not be on when Jesus will return, but rather on how we are preparing for His return.

JESUS WILL GATHER HIS CHURCH TO BE WITH HIM
· “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air…” (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17a)
· The glorious promise that ALL who are in Christ will be forever with the Lord in heaven will be realized when Jesus returns for His Church.

WE HAVE HOPE BECAUSE JESUS HAS THE FINAL WORD OVER DEATH
· “…and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.” (1 Thessalonians 4:17b-18)
· The first time Jesus came to be with us on earth, but His second coming will be to take us home with Him in heaven.
· Jesus - “Don’t let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? 3 If I go away and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to myself, so that where I am you may be also.” (John 14:1-3)
