[bookmark: _Hlk82200761]FROM DESPERATION TO CELEBRATION
Esther 8-10

KET VERSES:
[bookmark: _Hlk82199671]“That same day King Ahasuerus awarded Queen Esther the estate of Haman, the enemy of the Jews. Mordecai entered the king’s presence because Esther had revealed her relationship to Mordecai. 2 The king removed his signet ring he had recovered from Haman and gave it to Mordecai, and Esther put him in charge of Haman’s estate.” (Esther 8:1-2)

“[Mordecai] ordered them to celebrate the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar every year 22 because during those days the Jews gained relief from their enemies. That was the month when their sorrow was turned into rejoicing and their mourning into a holiday. They were to be days of feasting, rejoicing, and of sending gifts to one another and to the poor. (Esther 9:21-22)

[bookmark: _Hlk82199979]“Mordecai the Jew was second only to King Ahasuerus. He was famous among the Jews and highly esteemed by many of his relatives. He continued to pursue prosperity for his people and to speak for the well-being of all his descendants.” (Esther 10:3)

THE BIG IDEA: God is able to take our most desperate situations and turn them around for our good and His glory.

GOD USES ___________ ___PEOPLE TO ACCOMPLISH HIS PERFECT PLANS
· Since there are no perfect people, including us, we can be thankful that God uses us even in our shortcomings.
· “All have turned away; all alike have become corrupt. There is no one who does good, not even one.” (Psalm 14:3)
· Every blessing we experience is solely because of the grace and mercy of God.
· “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights…” (James 1:17a)

GOD ________________ HIS PEOPLE FROM THE DEPTH OF DESPAIR
· It is in our weakest and most desperate moments that God displays His sovereignty.
· “That same day King Ahasuerus awarded Queen Esther the estate of Haman, the enemy of the Jews. Mordecai entered the king’s presence because Esther had revealed her relationship to Mordecai. 2 The king removed his signet ring he had recovered
from Haman and gave it to Mordecai, and Esther put him in charge of Haman’s estate.” (Esther 8:1-2)
· People who reject the Lord cannot expect His deliverance from the troubles of life.
· “They hanged Haman on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai.” (Esther 7:10a)
· Whether in this natural life, or in everlasting life with the Lord, God assures us of His deliverance.
· “Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all.” (Psalm 34:19 ESV)

GOD’S PEOPLE WANT TO SEE OTHERS __________ _______
· God does not save us and deliver us for us to be selfish with our salvation.
· “He continued to pursue prosperity for his people and to speak for the well-being of all his descendants.” (Esther 10:3c)
· “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9)
· When we are blessed, we honor God by being a blessing to others.


CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: What is your favorite underdog movie/book/story?
Start thinking: 
· What do we learn about God from Esther 8-10?
· What do we learn about ourselves from Esther 8-10?
· How should we view any successes we experience based on Esther 8-10?

Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· How does it make you feel knowing that God wants to use you for His purposes in spite of your shortcomings?
· How can you use this sermon to help someone else who may be in despair and struggling in life? Be specific.
· What is the overarching theme of the Book of Esther?
· How have you been most challenged through this study of the Book of Esther? How have you been most encouraged?
