Building A Powerful Church In Perilous Times
Romans 15:5-13 NIV

“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed 9 and, moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing the praises of your name.” 10 Again, it says, “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.” 11 And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles: let all the peoples extol him.” 12 And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.” 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:5-13)

_____________ JESUS’ ACCEPTANCE
· Jesus Seeks Out Sinners And Saves Them
· “Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him. And the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, “This Man receives sinners and eats with them.” Luke 15:1-2 (NKJV)

_____________ JESUS’ OFFER OF HOPE
· Where There’s Life, There’s Hope. 
· “To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Colossians 1:27 (NIV)

_____________ TO BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST
· Reflect Jesus’ acceptance.  
· Distribute Jesus’ hope.  
· “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf...” Hebrews 6:19-20 (NIV)

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

ICE BREAKER: What is a quirky or unusual fear that you have?

Start Thinking
· What does Romans 15:5-13 teach us about God?
· What did you learn about the Church from Romans 15:5-13?
· Why is it so important that Christians seek out people from all walks of life to share the Gospel with?

Dig Deeper
· Why do you think so many Christians, and Churches, ignore certain types of people and their plight?
· How can you, and our church, do better at reaching all people?
· How can we be more intentional at pursuing true unity in the Church?
· What is something you can do now, or in the near future, to live out the principles learned from this sermon?

Pray for one another, and Renew Church, that we would cast our cares on the Lord knowing He cares for us. Pry that we would grow together in unity and be on mission to impact our community, our city, our state, and the world for Christ.


