BELIEVE THROUGH ADVERSITY
Mark 6:45-52
WE WILL “WEATHER” OUR STORMS WHEN WE:

TRUST IN THE PURPOSES OF JESUS (Mark 6:45-48)

· The LORD - “I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you & not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’” (Jeremiah 29:11) – 
We experience different kinds of storms in our lives.
Sometimes we experience:

1. Discouraging storms - that are caused by the Devil
2. Disciplining storms - that are caused by the Lord.
3. Directing storms - that are designed to teach us about the Lord and His will for our lives.
· Believing that the Lord is able to bring good out of every circumstance He allows in our lives brings us peace and victory.
WE WILL “WEATHER” OUR STORMS WHEN WE:
KNOW OF THE PRAYERS OF JESUS (read Mark 6:46-48)

· 46 After telling everyone good-bye, he went up into the hills by himself to pray. 47 Late that night, the disciples were in their boat in the middle of the lake, and Jesus was alone on land. 48 He saw that they were in serious trouble, rowing hard and struggling against the wind and waves. About three o’clock in the morning* Jesus came toward them, walking on the water.
· Jesus is always praying for His people (John 17:1-26).
· Our Heavenly Father always hears and answers the prayers of Jesus.
· “Jesus looked up into heaven and said, ‘Father, thank You for hearing Me.  You always hear Me.” (John 11:41-42 NLT)
WE WILL WEATHER OUR STORMS WHEN WE:
FOCUS ON THE PRESENCE OF JESUS (Mark 6:48-50)
· If we know Jesus, He is always with us in the midst of our storms (Daniel 3:1-25, 6:1-23).
· The Lord – “Fear not, for I have redeemed you.  I have summoned you by name; you are mine.  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you.  When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned.” (Isaiah 43:1-2 NIV)
· “For the Lord has said, ‘I will never abandon you” (Hebrews 13:5 CSB)
WE WILL “WEATHER” OUR STORMS WHEN WE:
EXPERIENCE THE POWER OF JESUS (Mark 6:48-51)

· Jesus' power and provision is sufficient for us when dealing with the “storms” of life.
· Jesus – “All power (authority) has been given unto Me in heaven and in earth.” (Matthew 28:18 KJV)
· “O Sovereign Lord!  You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power.  Nothing is too hard for You!” (Jeremiah 32:17)
· Everything that looks "over our head" is already under the feet of Jesus (Mark 6:48).
· The Lord - "My gracious favor is all you need. My power works best in your weakness." (2 Corinthians 12:9 NLT)
· Even after Jesus performs miracles in and through our lives, we still sometimes struggle confusion and doubt (Mark 6:50-52).  
· Question – “Since we can trust in the Lord’s plans, prayers, presence and power, why do we still struggle with faithlessness and fear?” 
· We can always trust in the One who can conquer our “storms” and transform our circumstances!
