UNEXPECTEDLY EXPOSED
Esther 7

THE BIG IDEA: We must be willing to confront sin rather than conceal it because whatever sin is hidden will be exposed, and the consequences can be catastrophic.

WE SHOULD STAND COURAGEOUSLY AND SPEAK BOLDLY FOR WHAT IS RIGHT
· “Queen Esther answered, ‘If I have found favor with you, Your Majesty, and if the king is pleased, spare my life; this is my request. And spare my people; this is my desire. 4 For my people and I have been sold to destruction, death, and annihilation. If we had merely been sold as male and female slaves, I would have kept silent. Indeed, the trouble wouldn’t be worth burdening the king.’” (Esther 7:3-4)
· There are too many people rationalizing and defending sin and injustice today, and God is calling on His people to stand up and speak Truth.
· “Don’t participate in the fruitless works of darkness, but instead expose them.” (Ephesians 5:11)
· “Speak up for those who have no voice, for the justice of all who are dispossessed. 9 Speak up, judge righteously, and defend the cause of the oppressed and needy.” (Proverbs 31:8-9)
· The Lord empowers us with courage to stand for justice and speak up for the voiceless.
· “Haven’t I commanded you: be strong and courageous? Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)
· “Finally, be strengthened by the Lord and by his vast strength.” (Ephesians 6:10)
· “What, then, are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us?” (Romans 8:31)
· No obstacle or person we ever face can stand against the God we serve.

WE SHOULD LIVE UNDERSTANDING THAT WHAT IS CONCEALED WILL BE REVEALED
· “King Ahasuerus spoke up and asked Queen Esther, ‘Who is this, and where is the one who would devise such a scheme?’ 6 Esther answered, ‘The adversary and enemy is this evil Haman.’ Haman stood terrified before the king and queen.” (Esther 7:5-6)
· “Live so that when what is concealed is revealed, it will be for your reward and not ruin.” – Dowden
· “For God will bring every act to judgment, including every hidden thing, whether good or evil.” (Ecclesiastes 12:14)
· Jesus - “There is nothing covered that won’t be uncovered, nothing hidden that won’t be made known. 3 Therefore, whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in an ear in private rooms will be proclaimed on the housetops.” (Lue 12:2-3)
· Whether good or bad, whatever is said and done “behind the scenes” will only stay hidden for a time.
· “So don’t judge anything prematurely, before the Lord comes, who will both bring to light what is hidden in darkness and reveal the intentions of the hearts.” (1 Corinthians 4:5a)
· True repentance is the only correct response when we have sinned, and we rest in the promise of God that he forgives us and cleanses us from all unrighteousness. (See 1 John 1:9)

WE SHOULD ENSURE THAT WE ARE IN RIGHT STANDING WITH JESUS
· “Harbona, one of the king’s eunuchs, said, ‘There is a gallows seventy-five feet tall at Haman’s house that he made for Mordecai, who gave the report that saved the king.’ The king said, ‘Hang him on it.’ 10 They hanged Haman on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the king’s anger subsided.” (Esther 7:9-10)
· Because we are not guaranteed one more day, hour, or minute in this life we can’t afford to put off knowing Jesus as our Saviour, and living as such.
· “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will travel to such and such a city and spend a year there and do business and make a profit.’ 14 Yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring—what your life will be! For you are like vapor that appears for a little while, then vanishes.” (James 4:13-14)
· The Lord is a just God and as such He will deal with sin and those who reject Him accordingly.
· Jesus - “This is why you are also to be ready, because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” (Matthew 24:44)
· Those who are in Christ, that have truly placed their faith in Jesus alone to save them, are able to look at death and Christ’s return with hopeful anticipation rather than fear.
· “For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile everything to himself, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 21 Once you were alienated and hostile in your minds as expressed in your evil actions. 22 But now he has reconciled you by his physical body through his death, to present you holy, faultless, and blameless before him.” (Colossians 1:19-22)






















CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: Share about a funny time when you were a kid and got caught trying to hide something wrong you had done?
Start thinking: 
· What can we learn or be reminded about God from Esther 7?
· What do you think gave Esther the courage to speak up boldly and expose Haman while Haman was in the room?
· What is your overall impression of the events in Esther 7?

Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· If anything, what is keeping you from taking risks for the sake of the gospel? What risks are you taking?
· Have you ever taken a stand for what is right/for justice? Is so, in what way and how did that go?
· How does it make you feel that the Bible repeatedly reminds us that nothing will be hidden, and all sin will be exposed in God’s timing?
· What can you do to ensure that you are not continuing in hidden sin? How can you address any hidden sin in your life right now?
· What does it mean to you that God’s wrath for your sin has been satisfied in Christ’s death and resurrection if you are a true Christian?

Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 

LORD, I have so much to be thankful for. Most importantly I thank You for salvation in Christ. I ask that you give me courage to stand for what is right and speak up for those who are oppressed. Search me God and reveal any hidden sins in my life so that I can repent and receive Your forgiveness. Surround me with fellow believers who I can be accountable to and with, and empower me to be a bold witness for You. - Amen

