GOD’S PROVIDENCE IN THE MIDST OF OUR PLIGHT
Esther 6
THE BIG IDEA: God can cause seemingly insignificant events in our lives to advance His plans while dealing with his adversaries simultaneously.
GOD IS ALWAYS AT WORK ACCOMPLISHING HIS PLANS
· “That night sleep escaped the king, so he ordered the book recording daily events to be brought and read to the king.” (Esther 6:1)
· Oftentimes what we perceive as insignificant is actually God at work around and through us for His glorious purposes.
· “Jesus responded to them, ‘My Father is still working, and I am working also.’” (John 5:17)
· We must remember that God is a loving Father whose ways are beyond our understanding sometimes.
· “’For my thoughts are not your thoughts, and your ways are not my ways.’ This is the Lord’s declaration. 9 ‘For as heaven is higher than earth, so my ways are higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.’” (Isaiah 55:8-9)
· Because God is faithful and just in all He does, we can trust in His timing and His plans.
GOD HAS A WAY OF HUMBLING THE PROUD WHILE HONORING THE FAITHFUL
· “The king told Haman, ‘Hurry, and do just as you proposed. Take a garment and a horse for Mordecai the Jew, who is sitting at the King’s Gate. Do not leave out anything you have suggested.’ 11 So Haman took the garment and the horse. He clothed Mordecai and paraded him through the city square, calling out before him, ‘This is what is done for the man the king wants to honor.’ 12 Then Mordecai returned to the King’s Gate, but Haman hurried off for home, mournful and with his head covered.” (Esther 6:10-12)
· When we are completely honest with ourselves before God, we understand that we have no room to be prideful.
· “There is no one righteous, not even one.” (Romans 1:10)
· Any blessings we receive are only because God is extremely good to us even though we do not deserve it.
· “Indeed, we have all received grace upon grace from his fullness.” (John 1:16)
· For those who reject the Lord and come against His plans and His people, there will be no escape.
· “Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that had happened. His advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him, ‘Since Mordecai is Jewish, and you have begun to fall before him, you won’t overcome him, because your downfall is certain.’ 14 While they were still speaking with him, the king’s eunuchs arrived and rushed Haman to the banquet Esther had prepared.” (Esther 6:13-14)
· Our faithfulness to God demonstrates that we have truly accepted Christ as our Savior and Lord, and we should be willing to embrace whatever process accompanies God’s Kingdom plans.
CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: 
Start thinking: What was the most surprising/unexpected thing you ever experienced?
· What can we learn or be reminded about God from Esther 6?
· Like we saw with Mordecai’s 5 year wait to be acknowledged for saving the King’s life, describe a time when you doubted the Lord’s timing only to be proven wrong.
· What did you learn or be reminded about being hasty in decision making?
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· How can we wait on the Lord Joyfully rather than anxiously?
· Have you, like Haman, pursued the detriment of someone else? How can the Gospel help keep you from doing this going forward?
· Haman’s fall happened so quickly in the text. Why should we remind ourselves often that we can be suddenly ushered into eternity to stand before our Holy God?
· Make a list of those you know who are not prepared to stand before God in judgement. How will you share the Gospel with them in the next few weeks?
Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
LORD, I thank You that I can come boldly to Your throne of grace with my prayers. Help me to remember that You are always working according to Your plans, even when I don’t see, hear, or feel You. I ask that You help me to live a life of humility avoiding pride in all things. Create a passion in me for my friends and family who are not saved. Give me boldness to share the Gospel with them soon. Thank you for Your grace! - Amen
