A RISK WORTH TAKING
Esther 5

THE BIG IDEA: Living selflessly as the Lord instructs may require taking risks for the benefit of others, and the fulfillment of God’s plans.

WHEN FAITH OVERRIDES FEAR WE PUT _______________ TO OUR WORDS
· “On the third day, Esther dressed in her royal clothing and stood in the inner courtyard of the palace facing it. The king was sitting on his royal throne in the royal courtroom, facing its entrance.” (Esther 5:1)
· Prayer is a powerful priority in doing God’s will, but procrastination is often portrayed as “still seeking God.”
· “People who hope to be used by God must boldly put themselves in a position where God can work through them, rather than sitting back, doing nothing, passively hoping or waiting for God to do something.” – Gary Smith
· A person who has been born again in Christ will demonstrate a faith that is visibly at work in his/her life.
· “…faith, if it does not have works, is dead by itself.” (James 2:17b)

TRUE FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST EXERCISE ________________ OVER SELFISHNESS
· “’What is it, Queen Esther?’ the king asked her. ‘Whatever you want, even to half the kingdom, will be given to you.’ 4 ‘If it pleases the king,’ Esther replied, ‘may the king and Haman come today to the banquet I have prepared for them.’’” (Esther 5:3-4)
· Although Esther could have asked for many things to benefit herself, she had others on her mind as she prepared for her request from the King.
· When we prioritize others over our personal desires we demonstrate that we have surrendered to the Lordship of Christ.
· “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility consider others as more important than yourselves. 4 Everyone should look not to his own interests, but rather to the interests of others.” (Philippians 2:3-4)

WALKING IN SELF-CENTEREDNESS LEAVES US IN A CONSTANT STATE OF __________________________
· “Still, none of this satisfies me since I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the King’s Gate all the time.” (Esther 5:13)
· When we live selfishly we end up making terrible decisions that often backfire on us at some point.
· “His wife Zeresh and all his friends told him, ‘Have them build a gallows seventy-five feet tall. Ask the king in the morning to hang Mordecai on it. Then go to the banquet with the king and enjoy yourself.’ The advice pleased Haman, so he had the gallows constructed.” (Esther 5:14)
· No matter what we gain in this world, whether the respect of others, material possessions, or accolades, nothing can fill the void that is reserved for Christ alone.

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: What’s the greatest risk you’ve taken and how did it turn out?
Start thinking:
· Why do you think Esther wanted to wait 3 days and have everyone fast before she took action?
· Why do you think Esther didn’t reveal her request at the first banquet with the King and Haman?
· In light of the King’s decree to annihilate ethe Jews, why do you think Mordecai still wouldn’t show honor to Haman?
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
To grow in Christ-likeness we need to be honest with ourselves and others. Transparency fosters humility enabling growth.
· Haman allowed his anger to burn so much that all of his accomplishments and money couldn’t satisfy him. How have you allowed circumstances to create discontentment in your life?
· How are you doing at prioritizing others over yourself? How can you do better in this area?
· Are there any areas that you feel the Lord has called you into action, but fear has kept you from responding? If so, what?
· What is your biggest takeaway from this message? What will you do different as a result of what you learned?
Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
LORD, I am so grateful for your unending love for me. I ask that You strengthen me to live by faith rather than fear. Help me to take necessary risks for Your Kingdom purposes and for the benefit of others. Lord, teach me to prioritize others over myself, and to leverage my influence for the good of others. May You be glorified in my life. - Amen
