FAITH OVER FEAR
Esther 4

Key Verse: “Go and assemble all the Jews who can be found in Susa and fast for me. Don’t eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my female servants will also fast in the same way. After that, I will go to the king even if it is against the law. If I perish, I perish.” (Esther 4:16)

THE BIG IDEA: Oftentimes being faithful to God will lead to fearful situations, but when we seek God first He enables us to stand firm.

WE SHOULD ALWAYS SEEK ________________________ WHEN WE ARE WRONG AND WHEN WE ARE WRONGED
· ” When Mordecai learned all that had occurred, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes, went into the middle of the city, and cried loudly and bitterly.” (Esther 4:1)
· Regardless of how the other person responds, we are commanded in Scripture to make every effort to reconcile with others.
· “Everything is from God, who has reconciled us to himself through Christ and has given us the ministry of reconciliation. 19 That is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and he has committed the message of reconciliation to us.” (2 Corinthians 5:18-19)
· “Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and dearly loved, put on compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and forgiving one another if anyone has a grievance against another. Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you are also to forgive. 14 Above all, put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 15 And let the peace of Christ, to which you were also called in one body, rule your hearts. And be thankful.” (Colossians 3:12-15)
· We cannot withhold forgiveness from others and walk in fellowship with God at the same time.
· “For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 15 but if you do not forgive
others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. (Matthew 6:14-15)
· “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as God also forgave you in Christ.” (Ephesians 4:32)

OBSTACLES ARE NOTHING MORE THAN ________________________ FOR GOD TO BE GLORIFIED
· “Esther spoke to Hathach and commanded him to tell Mordecai, 11 ‘All the royal officials and the people of the royal provinces know that one law applies to every man or woman who approaches the king in the inner courtyard and who has not been summoned—the death penalty—unless the king extends the gold scepter, allowing that person to live. I have not been summoned to appear before the king for the last[b] thirty days.’” (Esther 4:10-11)
· We must choose faith over fear believing that God is working through every situation according to His plans and purposes.
· “Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the Lord that will stand.” (Proverbs 19:21 ESV)
· “Mordecai told the messenger to reply to Esther, ‘Don’t think that you will escape the fate of all the Jews because you are in the king’s palace. 14 If you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to the Jewish people from another place, but you and your father’s family will be destroyed. Who knows, perhaps you have come to your royal position for such a time as this.’” (Esther 4:13-14)
· Our responsibility is to love God supremely in belief, word, and action while God does the heavy lifting in life.
· “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28)

SEEKING GOD TROUGH ____________ AND ___________ HELPS US OVERCOME THE FEAR OF BEING FAITHFUL
· [bookmark: _Hlk79141003]“Go and assemble all the Jews who can be found in Susa and fast for me. Don’t eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my female servants will also fast in the same way. After that, I will go to the king even if it is against the law. If I perish, I perish.” (Esther 4:16)
· [bookmark: _Hlk79140465]Oftentimes being faithful to God will lead to fearful situations, but when we seek God first He enables us to stand firm.
· Jesus – “And when you fast…” (Mathew 6:16a)
· Fasting isn’t about “forcing” God’s hand or manipulating Him, but about recognizing that He alone is our sustaining force and the One who is able to strengthen us.
· “So we fasted and implored our God for this, and he listened to our entreaty.” (Ezra 8:23)
· When we are faced with the challenges of life and being faithful to God, seeking God should be our first response rather than a last-ditch effort for rescue.
· “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)























CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: Share about a time when someone or something scared you and it turned out to be nothing, or even humorous?
Start thinking:
· Why is reconciliation among His children so important to God?
· Share about a time God called you to do something but you allowed fear to keep you from doing it?
· What do you think about Mordecai’s direct approach with Esther that she would suffer consequences if she didn’t do the right thing, given her position of influence? (See vss.13-14)
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
To grow in Christ-likeness we need to be honest with ourselves and others. Transparency fosters humility enabling growth.
· How are you doing at pursuing reconciliation with people who might have offended you, or whom you might have offended? Who do you need to extend forgiveness to, or seek forgiveness from?
· Are there any areas you are currently hesitating to obey the Lord? If so, what are they?
· What is your typical immediate reaction to crisis and/or difficult situations? When you face a crisis, how long does it take before prayer (and fasting) become your response for a solution? 
· What would you like to see happen in our church ministry, and/or our community for God’s Kingdom? What is keeping you from being the “someone” to do that?
Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
LORD, I thank You for Your forgiveness and unfailing love. Help me to love and forgive others the way You have done with me, and seek forgiveness where necessary. Strengthen me to trust You in all circumstances and help me to prioritize fasting and prayer as part of my Christian life. Use me as You see fit and help me to step up in faith to whatever You would have me to do in Your Church and our community. -Amen

