A PROMOTON AND A PROBLEM
Esther 3

THE BIG IDEA: The promotion and the plotting of the wicked will not prevail against the promised plans God has for His people.

WE SHOULD SEEK TO HONOR __________ RATHER THAN SEEK TO BE HONORED
· “After all this took place, King Ahasuerus honored Haman, son of Hammedatha the Agagite. He promoted him in rank and gave him a higher position than all the other officials. 2 The entire royal staff at the King’s Gate bowed down and paid homage to Haman, because the king had commanded this to be done for him.” (Esther 3:1-2a)
· Seeking to be honored is rooted in pride, and ultimately leads to our own demise.
· “Doing the right thing should never be about immediate reward or recognition. If we shift to that mind-set, in fact, then we may quickly move to doing what is right when it is inspected and not doing what is right just because it is expected.” – Dowden
· “When Haman saw that Mordecai was not bowing down or paying him homage, he was filled with rage.” (Esther 3:5)
· Once we recognize that God deserves our honor, rather than seeking to be honored ourselves, we can truly walk out God’s plans and purposes effectively.

WE SHOULD SHOW HONOR TO __________________ WHERE HONOR IS DUE
· “But Mordecai would not bow down or pay homage.” (Esther 3:2b)
· “Pay your obligations to everyone: taxes to those you owe taxes, tolls to those you owe tolls, respect to those you owe respect, and honor to those you owe honor.” (Romans 13:7)
· “The elders who are good leaders are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching.” (1 Timothy 5:17)
· “Outdo one another in showing honor.” (Romans 12:10b ESV)
· Showing honor to others shows honor for our Heavenly Father.

WE CAN ____________ IN THE PROMISE AND FAITHFULNESS OF GOD
· “Then the king told Haman, ‘The money and people are given to you to do with as you see fit.’” ( Esther 3:11)
· Wicked people may plan to annihilate God’s people, BUT God has promised to deliver us in His timing.
· “Letters were sent by couriers to each of the royal provinces telling the officials to destroy, kill, and annihilate all the Jewish people—young and old, women and children—and plunder their possessions on a single day, the thirteenth day of Adar, the twelfth month.” (Esther 3:13)
· No matter how grim and bleak your situation may look in the moment, God will prove faithful for His people.

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: Share about a time when you were honored for something. How did you feel about it?
Start thinking:
· What does Esther 3 teach us about God?
· What did you learn about Haman in Esther 3?
· What did you learn about Mordecai in Esther 3?
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· Why do you think Haman went to such extremes as a result of being dishonored? What are some ways we have a tendency to react badly when dishonored?
· Why should Mordecai have honored Haman? How do you do at honoring people who you might not feel deserve” it?
· What does the Bible say about honoring others?
· How do you handle times of crisis and uncertainty? How can we help one another through challenging times?
· Pray for each other to honor God above all, to “outdo one another in showing honor,” and to hold fast to the faith and promises of God during difficult times.

Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
Heavenly Father, I am so extremely thankful for Your presence and Your promises. I know I can be tempted to seek honor from others, and to be offended when I feel dishonored. I ask You to help me to walk in humility honoring others over myself, and You above all. Strengthen my faith when I am weak and the circumstances overwhelm me. Thank you Lord! - Amen

