KINGDOM DISCIPLESHIP
1 Corinthians 4:14-21

THE BIG IDEA: Our lives as Kingdom citizens should be exemplified by our humility and willingness to be discipled and to disciple others.

KEY VERSE: “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.” (1 Corinthians 4:20)

THE GOAL OF CORRECTIVE DISCIPLESHIP IS ______________________________ RATHER THAN SHAME
· ““I’m not writing this to shame you, but to warn you as my dear children.” (1 Corinthians 4:14)
· The beauty of the Gospel is that even when we fall short and sin, God, in His grace and mercy, provides a path to restoration through repentance.
· We should not despise those who God has placed in our lives to help us grow in the knowledge of God and live out our faith in a biblical way.
· “Let a wise person listen and increase learning, and let a discerning person obtain guidance.” (Proverbs 1:5)
· “All Scripture is inspired by God[a] and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP EMANATES FROM A PLACE OF ______________ FOR THE ONE(S) BEING DISCIPLED
· “For you may have countless instructors in Christ, but you don’t have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 16 Therefore I urge you to imitate me. 17 This is why I have sent Timothy to you. He is my dearly loved and faithful child in the Lord. He will remind you about my ways in Christ Jesus, just as I teach everywhere in every church.” (1 Corinthians 4:15-17)
· As true disciples of Jesus we should love people enough to correct them when they miss the mark, and love God enough to receive correction from God and others when we miss the mark.
· “Do not despise the Lord’s instruction, my son, and do not loathe his discipline; 12 for the Lord disciplines the one he loves, just as a father disciplines the son in whom he delights.” (Proverbs 3:11-12)
· “My brothers and sisters, if any among you strays from the truth, and someone turns him back, 20 let that person know that whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.” (James 4:19-20)
· “Brothers and sisters, if someone is overtaken in any wrongdoing, you who are spiritual, restore such a person with a gentle spirit, watching out for yourselves so that you also won’t be tempted. 2 Carry one another’s burdens; in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:1-2)
· A person who sees a fellow Christian erring in belief or action and does nothing to help him/her correct the error, is not operating with the love of God or the power of the Holy Spirit.

BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP ____________________ THE TRUE SPIRITUAL CONDITION OF A PERSON
· “Now some are arrogant, as though I were not coming to you. 19 But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I will find out not the talk, but the power of those who are arrogant. 20 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power. 21 What do you want? Should I come to you with a rod, or in love and a spirit of gentleness?” (1 Corinthians 4:18-21)
· Arrogance and pride will not only keep us from walking out the purposes of God for the advancement of the Kingdom of God, but will also invite God’s discipline into our lives.
· “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control.” (Galatians 5:22-23a)
· God’s Kingdom is demonstrated through the life of His children as the fruit of the Spirit is on display in each of our lives.



CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: Who was your favorite school teacher growing up and why is he/she your favorite?
Start thinking:
· What stands out to you as you read 1 Corinthians 4:14-21?
· What was the big problem Paul was addressing in these verses? 
· How do we see that same problem happening today among Christians?
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· Last week we learned about the importance of disciple-making. What did you learn about being a disciple from this sermon and the accompanying Scriptures?
· Why is corrective discipleship a good thing and necessary?
· How are you doing demonstrating the Fruit of the Spirit? What area needs the most attention in your life?
· Pray for one another to grow in these areas of challenge and to become committed to being discipled, and discipling others.

Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
LORD, I want to start by thanking you for loving me enough to place people in my life who speak truth and challenge me when I fall short of Your standards. Help me to be humble enough to receive correction, and committed to honoring You in every area of my life. May my life demonstrate that I am a committed disciple of Jesus. - Amen

