[bookmark: _Hlk76830944]GOD, WHERE ARE YOU?
A Study Through the Book of Esther
Introduction

· Esther is the only book in the Bible that does not mention God.
· What can we learn about God, and Christ, in a book of the Bible that mentions neither?
· Questions that need to be asked:
· How does this story fit into the overall picture of God’s redemptive message in the Bible?
· Where is God when we can’t see Him?
· Where is God when we can’t feel Him?
· Where is God when we can’t hear Him?


GOD IS THERE EVEN WHEN WE CAN’T SEE, FEEL, OR HEAR HIM
· Satan has been trying for millennia to annihilate God’s people, but he has failed every time.
· God made a promise to Abraham:
· “The Lord said to Abram: Go from your land, your relatives, and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make you into a great nation, I will bless you, I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, I will curse anyone who treats you with contempt, and all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:1-3)
· “I will confirm my covenant that is between me and you and your future offspring throughout their generations. It is a permanent covenant to be your God and the God of your offspring after you.” (Genesis 17:7)



WHEN GOD MAKES PROMISES HE KEEPS THEM, NO MATTER HOW HARD PEOPLE (OR SATAN) TRY TO INTERFERE
· “We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28)
· It is critically important for us as believers to remember that everything we go through can be used for our good, and for God’s glory!

· Even when we can’t see God, hear God, or feel God, He is always working to accomplish His plans and purposes.
· If we are not careful, when we read stories about people like Esther and Mordecai, we make the story about them. 

GOS IS THE HERO IN EVERY HISTORICAL NARRATIVE IN THE BIBLE AS HE WORKS OUT HIS PLANS AND PURPOSES WITH HIS SOVEREGNTY ON DISPLAY

· A few key things to note as we begin this study:
· God uses imperfect, and often very flawed, people. Esther and Mordecai are no exception.
· God gives us what we need in regards to information, regardless of what we want.
· God does not give us liberty to add information to a biblical narrative (or any other Bible passage) that isn’t clearly articulated in the Scriptures.
· Many people are looking for a supernatural movement of God, when He is most often working through the ordinary.
· “God does significant work through what often seems like insignificant events in our lives.” - Dowden

Are you ready? Start reading Esther (one chapter a week) and invite someone to join us Sundays on this journey!

