SINFUL SITUATIONS SERVING GOD’S SOVEREIGN PLAN
Esther 2

THE BIG IDEA: Even through our sinful actions, and/or the sinful actions of others, God’s sovereign plan will prevail.

WE SHOULD SEEK GODLY ADVICE RATHER THAN “GOOD” SOUNDING ADVICE (vss. 1-4)
· We need to surround ourselves with people who will tell us what we need to hear, rather than what we want to hear.
· “Do not be deceived: ‘Bad company corrupts good morals.’” (1 Corinthians 15:33)
· “But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peace-loving, gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without pretense.” (James 3:17)

WE MUST REMAIN FAITHFUL TO GOD EVEN IN FAULTY SITUATIONS (vss. 5-14)
· Our circumstances should never dictate our faithfulness to God and His word (Bible).
· “Daniel determined that he would not defile himself with the king’s food or with the wine he drank. So he asked permission from the chief eunuch not to defile himself.” (Daniel 1:8)
· Nothing of eternal value is gained by hiding the fact that you are a child of God.

WE WILL EXPERIENCE GOD’S FAVOR WHEN WE ARE FAITHFUL TO THE TASK (vss. 15-23)
· “The young woman pleased him and gained his favor so that he accelerated the process of the beauty treatments and the special diet that she received. He assigned seven hand-picked female servants to her from the palace and transferred her and her servants to the harem’s best quarters.” (Esther 2:9)
· “Esther gained favor in the eyes of everyone who saw her.” (Esther 2:15b)
· “The king loved Esther more than all the other women. She won more favor and approval from him than did any of the other virgins. He placed the royal crown on her head and made her queen in place of Vashti. 18 The king held a great banquet for all his officials and staff. It was Esther’s banquet.” (Esther 2:17-18)
· Sometimes we experience favor from man and God as part of a “Bigger Picture” that God is painting in the background.
· “A faithful person will have many blessings, but one in a hurry to get rich will not go unpunished.” (Proverbs 28:20)
· Remaining faithful to God and His teachings, even in the face of worldly “opportunity”, demonstrates maturity in Christ.


CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: Share about a time you were in a tough situation because of someone else’s bad decision.
Start thinking:
· What stands out to you as you read Esther 2?
· What are some of the more difficult situations that transpired in Esther 2 when it comes to explaining the Bible to others?
· What is the difference between simply having remorse, or being sorry, and truly repentance?
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· Why do so many people, even us at times, seek earthly rewards over remaining faithful to serving God and His Kingdom?
· While we are not sure of the exact circumstances surrounding Esther and Mordecai’s decisions to compromise, what are some situations we may compromise while facing far less “pressure” or consequences?
· What are some situations that may cause you to be tempted to hide your faith as you try to stand firm?
· How can we help each other to remain faithful as we live out our faith in a world that seems to reject Christians more and more?
