NO MORE HIDING

Big Idea: Sanctification requires accountability. In order to look, live, and love more like Jesus we must invite others into our lives.

Accountability - an obligation or willingness to accept responsibility or to account for one's actions

Why should we invite others into our lives for accountability?

INVITE OTHERS IN FOR ENCOURAGEMENT 
· “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:24-25)

INVITE OTHERS IN FOR SUPPORT
· “Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. 10 For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up! 11 Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone? 12 And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him—a threefold cord is not quickly broken.” (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12)

INVITE OTHERS IN FOR CORRECTION
· “Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you out of the hand of Saul. 8 And I gave you your master's house and your master's wives into your arms and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah. And if this were too little, I would add to you as much more. 9 Why have you despised the word of the Lord, to do what is evil in his sight?” (2 Samuel 12:7-9)


How should we invite others into our lives for accountability?
INVITE OTHERS IN WITH HONESTY
· “Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.” (James 5:16 ESV)
INVITE OTHERS IN CONSISTENTLY  
· “And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts,47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:46-47)

Closing Challenge
1. Identify at least one area in your life that you need accountability.
2. Invite someone into your life to hold you accountable for that area.
3. Pray for the accountability to make you look, live, and love more like Jesus.

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: What is the toughest part of making new friends for you?
Start thinking:
· What stood out to you from the sermon?
· How would you explain the term “Sanctification” to someone?
· How would you define biblical accountability?
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· Why is being accountable to other believers in our Christian walk so important for us?
· How have you taken steps in having others in your life to help you grow and be accountable in your Christian walk? If you haven’t, how can you?
· Identify someone in your Connect Group, or the Church, that you can develop the type of biblical relationship with that demonstrates encouragement, support, correction, honesty, and consistency. Then begin that accountability journay with them.
Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
Heavenly Father, Thank you for never giving up on me. I know I fall short of Your standards. I know that You created us as humans to be in relationship with one another for encouragement and accountability. As I seek to live my life in a way that honors You, show me who I can develop that accountability relationship with and then help me to be committed to the process so that I can bring honor and glory to You! - Amen

