KINGDOM PRINCIPLES: THE LAW OF LOVE
Romans 14:13-23

Key Verses: “For if your brother or sister is hurt by what you eat, you are no longer walking according to love. Do not destroy, by what you eat, someone for whom Christ died. 16 Therefore, do not let your good be slandered, 17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 Whoever serves Christ in this way is acceptable to God and receives human approval.” (Romans 14:15-18)

THE BIG IDEA: Mature Christians show love to their fellow Christians who are weaker in the faith by not creating unnecessary stumbling blocks from exercising their “freedom” in Christ.

MATURE CHRISTIANS ENJOY THE ___________________ OF THE NEW COVENANT
· “I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself. Still, to someone who considers a thing to be unclean, to that one it is unclean.” (Romans 14:14)
· Understanding the freedom we have in Christ should drive us to deeper worship of God and greater love for others.

MATURE CHRISTIANS PRIORITIZE LOVE OVER ____________
· “For if your brother or sister is hurt by what you eat, you are no longer walking according to love. Do not destroy, by what you eat, someone for whom Christ died.” (Romans 14:15)
· The ethic of the new covenant in Christ is LOVE!
· We can agree with the Apostle Paul, and Jesus, that we have liberty in Christ, BUT we must never be so self-centered that we ignore the damage that may be caused to our brothers and sisters in Christ by exercising our liberty selfishly.

MATURE CHRISTIANS PURSUE WHATEVER BRINGS _____________ IN GOD’S CHURCH
· “So then, let us pursue what promotes peace and what builds up one another.” (Romans 14:19)
· Personal preferences have become passionate problems that divide God’s people at the peril of God’s kingdom purpose for His Church!
· “Every Christian must realize that not only do the weak need the strong, but also that the strong cannot exist without the weak. The elimination of the weak is the death of fellowship.” – Dietrich Bonhoeffer (Life Together)
· Kingdom citizens pursue Kingdom Principles and lay aside anything that would hinder unity in the Church.

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: Aside from Jesus dying for you, what is the greatest act of love you have ever witnessed?
Start thinking:
· What stands out to you as you read Romans 14:13-23?
· What was the real issue Paul was addressing in these verses?
· What is the difference between being legalistic about our freedom in Christ, and operating in love?
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· How can you walk in the freedom Christ gives you while also walking in love toward Christians who are “less mature” in the faith?
· What are some examples of things that Bible doesn’t explicitly condemn, but that you may need to refrain from at times? (Explain your responses)
· Why does God spend so much time, in so many different books of the Bible, expressing the importance of unity in the Church?
· How should this message impact how you will practice loving  God and others going forward? 
Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
Lord, it is my heart’s desire to you live in such a way that my freedom in Christ points others to You. At times I struggle with self-centeredness, but I ask You to forgive me and strengthen me to pursue love and unity with others over my personal desires. May my life and attitude represent my Kingdom citizenship in a way that glorifies You. -Amen
