KINGDOM WAGES
Matthew 20:1-16

KEY VERSE: “Don’t I have the right to do what I want with what is mine? Are you jealous because I’m generous?” (Matthew 20:15)

THE BIG IDEA: God is not only just and fair in ALL his dealings with mankind, but He often rewards us BEYOND WHAT WE DESERVE!

ALL TRUE CHRISTIANS WILL RECEIVE THE SAME _________ OF ENTRANCE INTO GOD’S ETERNAL KINGDOM
· “When those who were hired about five came, they each received one denarius. 10 So when the first ones came, they assumed they would get more, but they also received a denarius each.” (Matthew 20:9-10)
· Salvation in Christ, resulting in everlasting life with God in His kingdom, is the equal wage of all true Christians.

JEALOUSY REVEALS A _____________ HEART THAT ISN’T KINGDOM CENTERED
· “When they received it, they began to complain to the landowner: 12 ‘These last men put in one hour, and you made them equal to us who bore the burden of the day’s work and the burning heat.’” (Matthew 20:11-12)
· Our propensity as humans to be selfish causes us to see equal reward in God’s Kingdom as unfair, BUT a Kingdom citizen who thinks with a Kingdom perspective finds joy that ALL Christians receive the same reward!
· “We are fools if we appeal to God for justice rather than grace, for in that case we’d all be damned.” – Blomberg

[bookmark: _Hlk73622731]GOD GIVES US ALL MORE ____________ THAN WE DESERVE
· God is not only just and fair in ALL his dealings with mankind, but HE often rewards us BEYOND WHAT WE DESERVE!
· “Don’t I have the right to do what I want with what is mine? Are you jealous because I’m generous?” (Matthew 20:15)
· God’s gracious generosity shown to any person should be cause for all believers to rejoice rather than complain and be jealous.
· “So the last will be first, and the first last.”( Matthew 20:16)
· There is no spiritual hierarchy of status in the Kingdom of God, for all Christians are truly equal in God’s eyes.
· While there are degrees of suffering in hell (see Luke 12:47-48), there are no degrees of reward in heaven (Matthew 20:1-16).

“True salvation will of necessity produce good works and submission to Christ’s lordship in every area of life, or else it never was salvation to begin with.” – Blomberg

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: Describe a time when you did something for someone, or worked a job, where you received a higher wage/reward than expected.
Start thinking:
· What stands out to you as you read Matthew 20:1-16?
· Why did Jesus use parables when He taught people?
· Who do the workers in Matthew 20:1-16 represent? Who does the Master/Vineyard Owner represent?
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· What does this parable of the workers in a vineyard teach us about God’s grace?
· How have you been like the workers who took issue with the late arrivers getting the same pay as them? (This is a great opportunity for self-examination and transparency to grow in discipleship.)
· Why shouldn’t we want God to give us what we deserve? What do we all deserve?
· How should this message impact how you will practice personal evangelism going forward? 
Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
Heavenly Father, You alone are worthy of all my adoration and commitment. I do not deserve Your grace and the salvation in Christ that You freely gave, but I am thankful for it! Help me to walk in humility considering others before myself. Lord, may I never take for granted the epic grace that You have shown me by adopting me into Your family as a child of God. Thank you for saving me. - Amen
