TO BE CONTINUED…
Acts 28:23-31

THE BIG IDEA: Christians are called to boldly proclaim the message of Jesus in all circumstances to all people.

KINGDOM CITIZENS DON’T LET __________________ PREVENT THEM FROM SHARING JESUS
· “At the same time, pray also for us that God may open a door to us for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains.” (Colossians 4:3)
· Even in our darkest hours and difficult situations, we should be proclaiming rather than complaining.
· When you are faithful to plant the seeds of the gospel no matter the circumstances, God is faithful to bring the harvest from your labor.
· “Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually advanced the gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard, and to everyone else, that my imprisonment is because I am in Christ. 14 Most of the brothers have gained confidence in the Lord from my imprisonment and dare even more to speak the word fearlessly.” (Philippians 1:12-14)

KINGDOM CITIZENS __________ AND SHARE TRUTH FROM THE SCRIPTURES
· “From dawn to dusk he expounded and testified about the kingdom of God. He tried to persuade them about Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the Prophets.” (Ats 28:23)
· One of the biggest problems plaguing the Church in America today is Biblical Illiteracy. 
· “Be diligent to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who doesn’t need to be ashamed, correctly teaching the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15)
· Like Paul, we have a mandate to know and rightly divide the Scriptures so that everyone can know the Truth and grow in discipleship.
· “Luke ends both his Gospel and Acts by highlighting the exposition of Scripture and the central figure in the Scriptures, Jesus.” – Tony Merida

KINGDOM __________________ EXPOSE THE “RELIGIOUS” PEOPLE
· “Some were persuaded by what he said, but others did not believe. 25 Disagreeing among themselves, they began to leave…” (Acts 28:24-25a)
· The Gospel message brings division, from those who reject the Truth, and reconciliation for those who truly believe.

KINGDOM _____________________ SHOULD BE DISPLAYED BY TRUE FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST
· “When they observed the boldness of Peter and John and realized that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed and recognized that they had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13)
· “’And now, Lord, consider their threats, and grant that your servants may speak your word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand for healing, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.’ 31 When they had prayed, the place where they were assembled was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God boldly.” (Acts 4:29-31)
· “Local churches are outposts of his kingdom. The King’s people, each a part of those local churches, are called to display the values and virtues of the King, giving the world a foretaste of the (consummated) kingdom to come…And we will have no passion for the kingdom if we don’t have a passion for its Ruler.” – Tony Merida






CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: What is the best book you have ever read aside from the Bible, that you wish had a sequel?
Start thinking:
· Read Philippians 1:12-26 in light of Acts 28. What can we learn from Paul’s perspective on imprisonment in Rome?
· How did Paul make the most of his house arrest in Rome? What does his example teach us about making the most of every ministry opportunity?
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· What do we learn about disciple making from Acts 28:23-31?
· How are you doing with truly studying the Scriptures to ensure you are “rightly dividing the Word of Truth”? (2 Timothy 2:15)
· What step do you need to take regarding your commitment to studying the Scriptures properly?
· What might it look like for you to speak about Jesus with boldness? (Take a moment in the group to pray for boldness to share the Gospel this week and going forward.)
Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
LORD, Today is just one more opportunity for me to thank You for Your faithfulness and for my salvation in Christ. Your Word, the Bible, has been given to us to shape us into who You would have us to be. Help me to be committed to studying your Scriptures so that I can be a more effective witness for You. I pray that you grant me boldness through Your Holy Spirit that I will proclaim the good news of Jesus as I have opportunity. Thank You for using me to advance Your kingdom! - Amen

