`THE KEYS TO THE KINGDOM
Matthew 16:13-19

KEY VERSE: “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will have been loosed in heaven.” (vs. 19)

THE BIG IDEA: 

MANY PEOPLE BELIEVE IN JESUS AS SOMETHING OTHER THAN WHO HE IS – GOD THE MESSIAH
· When Jesus asked the disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” (Matthew 16:13b)
· People’s disbelief in Jesus as God does not negate the fact that He is indeed God.

TRUE CHRISTIANS WILL SEE JESUS FOR WHO HE IS – GOD THE MESSIAH
· Jesus - “Who do YOU say that I am?” (Matthew 16:15)
· “Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’” (vs. 16)
· True followers of Christ will not allow the skepticism of the world to influence their trust in Jesus as the Messiah.

THROUGH DIVINE REVELATION IS THE ONLY WAY SOMEONE CAN TRULY KNOW AND UNDERSTAND WHO JESUS IS 
· “Jesus responded, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but my Father in heaven.’” (vs. 17)
· We can know a lot about Jesus, but it is God who does the saving work.
· Jesus - ” No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.” (John 6:44a)
· “Who you say Jesus is will determine everything about how you follow Him.” – David Platt

THE FOUNDATION OF GOD’S CHURCH IS STRONGER THAN ANY POWER THAT WOULD COME AGAINST IT
· [bookmark: _Hlk73203552]“And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.” (vs. 18)
· True followers of Christ who proclaim the gospel of Christ are the “rock” that Jesus is building His Church.
· Paul - “So, then, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with the saints, and members of God’s household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.” (Ephesians 2:19-20)
· When we faithfully follow Jesus and proclaim the Good News of Jesus the Messiah, who died to make atonement for our sins and resurrected, we too are part of the rock of Peter’s confession that Jesus is building His Church.
· “…and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.” (vs. 18)
· God’s Church cannot be stopped even by death. 

THE CHURCH HAS BEEN GIVEN THE KEYS TO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN FOR A PURPOSE
· [bookmark: _Hlk73208956][bookmark: _Hlk73205066]“I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will have been loosed in heaven.” (vs. 19)
· “You will never rule your world of relationships, emotions, employment, or finances if you continue to employ the keys the world offers you – or if you’re not connected to a local church that possesses and operates with the keys of the kingdom.” – Dr. Tony Evans
· Jesus gave authority to His Church to proclaim the Gospel unlocking entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven through God’s sovereignty.
· “whatever you bind on earth will have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will have been loosed in heaven.” (vs. 19b)
· As we “bind” on earth, we speak the truth with authority to someone that they are bound in sin and will face the consequences of sin in eternal torment IF they reject the Gospel of Jesus.
· As we “loose” on earth, we speak the truth with authority to someone that they are loosed, or set free, from the consequences of their sin when they believe the Gospel of Jesus and are saved.

What will you do with this Truth?

How will you BE THE CHURCH starting today?

What is your next step? What is God calling you to do right now?
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CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: Share about a time when you lost/misplaced your keys and you couldn’t get in or to where you needed to go?
Start thinking:
· What stands out to you as you read Matthew 16:13-19?
· If people can only truly know Jesus through divine revelation, then why bother sharing Jesus with others?
· Define “the Church” as referenced in Matthew 16.
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· Describe when you went from knowing “about Jesus” to truly knowing Jesus as your Savior?
· Briefly explain what the phrase “keys to the kingdom of heaven” means? (vs. 19)
· How would your neighbors, co-workers, classmates, family, friends answer Jesus’ question, “Who do you say that I am?” How can you use that question, or a variation of that question, in a discussion with them to lead into an evangelistic conversation?
· How can you fulfill the purpose of the Church in “binding and loosing” as referenced in verse 19?
Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
LORD, You alone are the One who draws us into a saving relationship with Jesus. I believe with all that I am that Jesus is the Son of the living God, the Messiah. As part of Your Church, I thank you for saving me and giving me the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Embolden me to use those keys to help others be loosed from sin and experience Your salvation. Help me to live on mission daily. In Christ’s name. Amen.
