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Matthew 7:21-23
[bookmark: _Hlk72393438][bookmark: _Hlk72393507][bookmark: _Hlk72393545][bookmark: _Hlk72393584]Jesus - “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name, drive out demons in your name, and do many miracles in your name?’ 23 Then I will announce to them, ‘I never knew you. Depart from me, you lawbreakers!’” (Matthew 7:21-23)

MANY PEOPLE WHO CLAIM TO BE CHRISTIANS ARE __________________
· Jesus - “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven…” (Matthew 7:21a)
· We are not saved from our sins based on what we do OR what we say, but by truly placing our faith in Jesus to save us through His finished work on the cross.

TRUE CHRISTIANS _________ THE LORD AND HIS TEACHING
· “…but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.” (Matthew 7:21b)
· Christians are not saved because of what we do, but what we do is the proof that we are truly disciples of Jesus.

MANY PEOPLE WHO CLAIM TO BE CHRISTIANS DECEIVE _____________
· “On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name, drive out demons in your name, and do many miracles in your name?’” (Matthew 7:22)
· The chief strategy of Satan is deception, and he uses seemingly “spiritual” people to walk in deception and deceive others as well.
· “For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder! For Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no great surprise if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will be according to their works.” (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)
ONLY _______ ________________ WILL ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN
· “Then I will announce to them, ‘I never knew you. Depart from me, you lawbreakers!’” (Matthew 7:23)

· The question we need to ask is not whether we know Jesus, but whether He knows us.
· “They claim to know God, but they deny him by their works.” (Titus 1:16a)
· No amount of good works or spiritual talk can make us right with God, but if we have truly been born again we will live a life of obedience to His word.
· “This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.” (Matthew 15:8)

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: If you could have V.I.P. access to any place to meet anyone where and who would it be?
Start thinking:
· What stands out to you as you read Matthew 7:21-23?
· Earlier in Matthew 7 Jesus talks about the wide and narrow paths. Is the path to Heaven narrow because of God’s choice or mankind’s choices? Explain.
· What is the difference between someone who simply says they are a Christian and someone who actually demonstrates they are a Christian?
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· Both false teachers and true believers appeal to Scripture. How can you know the difference between false and true teaching?
· Why are false teachings so convincing at times?
· What false teachings are there today that the Church (true Christians) needs to be aware of?
· If not everyone who says they know Jesus is known BY Jesus, how can you know for certain that Jesus knows you? How can the Church make sure each person genuinely knows Jesus as their Lord?
Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
Heavenly Father, I thank You for salvation through Jesus and that You know me. I pray that You help me to live a life that effectively demonstrates that I am Your child. Help me to lead others to know You and be known by You. Father, I ask for Your wisdom and discernment to identify false teaching when I encounter it. May You be glorified in my life. - Amen
