A KINGDOM RESPONSE
Acts 8:12

[bookmark: _Hlk71868632]“But when they believed Philip, as he proclaimed the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.” (Acts 8:12)

THE BIG IDEA: Being baptized is the first act of obedience that every Christian should follow once they have trusted Jesus as their Savior.

BAPTISM IS A ______________ PROCLAMATION THAT YOU ARE A CHRIST FOLLOWER
· “Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you (not as the removal of dirt from the body, but the pledge of a good conscience toward God) through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,” (1 Peter 3:21)
· Going public with our faith in Jesus by being baptized communicates to others that we are serious in our commitment to Him.

BAPTISM SHOULD BE DONE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE ______________ YOU TRUST JESUS AS YOUR SAVIOR
· ““Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38)
· “So those who accepted his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand people were added to them.” (Acts 2:41)
· Because baptism is symbolic of our commitment to Christ, representing dying to our old sinful life, and being raised to a new life in Christ, it should be done after we become a Christian.
· “Philip proceeded to tell him the good news about Jesus, beginning with that Scripture. 36 As they were traveling down the road, they came to some water. The eunuch said, “Look, there’s water. What would keep me from being baptized?” 38 So he ordered the chariot to stop, and both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him.” (Acts 8:35-38)
· The example set by Christians in the New Testament is immediately being baptized after believing in Jesus, with the exception of the thief on the cross next to Jesus.
· “Right away he and all his family were baptized.” (Acts 16:33b)
EVERY PERSON WHO CALLS THEMSELF A CHRISTIAN _________________ BE BAPTIZED
· “But when they believed Philip, as he proclaimed the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.” (Acts 8:12)
· People who truly love Jesus will do the things He taught His followers to do.
· Jesus - “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and don’t do the things I say?” (Luke 6:46)


CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: What is something that makes you unique? (ex. I’ve never left Louisiana. Or, I’m 1 of 10 siblings.)
Start thinking:
· What stands out to you as you read Acts 8:12?
· What did you know/believe about baptism prior to this message? What did you learn about baptism as a result of this message?
· Why is being baptized so important for every Christian?
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· Why does baptism need to take place AFTER one believes the Good News of the kingdom of God (Gospel)?
· Why should baptism be done by “immersion” (going down under the water and coming back up)?
· Have you been baptized by immersion since you became a Christian? (When/where)
· If you haven’t been baptized since you became a Christian, what would keep you from taking that step, and how can we help you take that next step of obedience to Christ?
Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
Heavenly Father, You are worthy of my worship and my commitment in every area of my life. My desire is to honor You with all that I am. You have sacrificed so much for me as a demonstration of Your love for me. May my life be a visible demonstration of my genuine love for You as I walk in obedience to all that You commanded in Your word (Bible). Give me strength and resolve to be a faithful follower of Jesus. - Amen
