HOW TO BE CLOSE TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD
Mark 12:28-34
THE BIG IDEA: Living as Kingdom Citizens in this world requires embracing and living out the Greatest Commandments to Love God Supremely, Love Ourselves Rightly, and Love Other Unconditionally.

LIVING AS KINGDOM CITIZENS MEANS LOVING GOD WITH _________ YOU ARE
· “’Which command is the most important of all?’ 29 Jesus answered, ‘The most important is Listen, O Israel! The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’” (Mark 11:4-6)
· [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Anything that takes precedent over the Lord in our lives is an idol.
· “Let everything that breathes praise the LORD.
Hallelujah!” (Psalm 150:6)

[bookmark: _Hlk70835983]LIVING AS KINGDOM CITIZENS MEANS LOVING YOURSELF ________________ IN LIGHT OF WHO JESUS IS
· “The second is, Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other command greater than these.” (Mark 12:31)
· When you fully grasp the depth of God’s love, mercy, and grace that you experience through Christ, you develop a posture of humility rather than superiority.

LIVING AS KINGDOM CITIZENS MEANS LOVING OTHERS _______________________ AS IMAGE BEARERS OF GOD
· “The second is, Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other command greater than these.” (Mark 12:31)
· Loving all of God’s creation (people) is not optional for the Christian.
· “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility consider others as more important than yourselves. 4 Everyone should look not to his own interests, but rather to the interests of others.” (Philippians 2:3-4)
· “Love one another deeply as brothers and sisters. Take the lead (literally “outdo one another”) in honoring one another.” (Romans 12:10)
· “No one is to seek his own good, but the good of the other person.” (1 Corinthians 10:24)
· Because Jesus has shown His unfailing love and forgiveness to us we should follow His example and do the same to others.
· Jesus made it clear that the Kingdom of God is not about rules and regulations, but about loving God and loving others.

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

Ice Breaker: If you could have any pet in the world what would it be?

Start thinking:
· What stands out to you as you read Mark 12:28-34?
· Why was the Scribe asking about the most important commandment?
· Why did Jesus respond with two commandments when He was only asked for “the greatest commandment”?
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· What does it mean to “love yourself rightly” as the Pastor discussed?
· How would you explain what it means to “Love God with all you are”?
· What area(s) in your life have a tendency to take precedent over your relationship with the Lord? 
· How are you currently living out these kingdom principles of loving God supremely, loving yourself rightly, and loving others unconditionally? (Upward, Inward, Outward)

Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
· Pray and ask the Lord to reveal any areas of your life that you have allowed something(s) to take priority over your relationship with Jesus?  Examples: hobbies, work, kids activities, etc. (Prayer)
· As the Lord reveals “idols” in your life, confess it/them and ask the Lord for forgiveness, then make necessary adjustments. (Repentance)
· Finally, spend time thanking the Lord for His forgiveness and grace. (Worship)

· Remember, loving God over everything means loving others as yourself. Who do you need to show more love and grace to?

