THE RIGHT PRIORITY
Matthew 6:33

[bookmark: _Hlk70064576][bookmark: _Hlk70064668]“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you.” (Matthew 6:33)

THE BIG IDEA: Seeking God with all we are positions us to know Him and become His righteousness.


GOD’S KINGDOM SHOULD BE ___________________ OVER EARTHLY PURSUITS
· “But seek first the kingdom of God…”
· “Make the Kingdom of God your primary concern.” (Matthew 6:33a NLT)
· Whatever you give your time and attention to reveals what you value the most.
· “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21)
· God does not force us to seek Him, but as we earnestly do so we will find and know Him.
· “I love those who love me, and those who search for me find me.” (Proverbs 8:17)

GOD’S KINGDOM IS DISTINCTLY _________________ THAT WHAT WE’VE KNOWN
· “But seek first the kingdom of God…”
· God’s Kingdom is not limited to what we see, hear, smell, or taste.
· “Genuine faith is a spiritual reality that transcends our material existence.” – Steve Andrews
· “God is not interested in building your kingdom, but He is extremely committed to meeting your needs that empower you to build His kingdom.” – Steve Andrews


GOD’S KINGDOM AND GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS ARE _________________
· “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness…”
· The Kingdom of God is about God’s holiness and purity as much as it is about His power and reign.
· “He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)
· A primary reason so many self-professing Christians feel distant from God is the lack of commitment to living holy under the Lordship of Christ.

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

Ice Breaker: 
· What was your favorite board game as a child and why?

Start thinking:
· What stands out to you as you read Matthew 6:33?
· What does the word “first” communicate in Matthew 6:33?
· What does it mean to seek God with “all we are”?
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· Why do you think God does not force us to seek Him?
· Describe a way in which we tend to make our lives about our pursuits and desires rather than the Kingdom of God?
· Why is it so important to prioritize seeking God’s kingdom and righteousness above all else?
· What specifically do you need to do as a result of what we learned through this sermon and study?

Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
Heavenly Father, You alone are worthy of all of my worship. I thank You for pursuing me and showing me my need for You in my life. Today I ask You to forgive me for when I have not made seeking Your kingdom and Your righteousness my priority. I realize that apart from Your kingdom and righteousness I am hopeless, so I ask You to continue working in me that I may live under the Lordship of Christ as I pursue Your kingdom on earth, as it is in heaven. – Amen.
