[bookmark: _Hlk509085119][bookmark: _Hlk510289065]A KING RESURRECTED
Mark 16:1-8

THE BIG IDEA:
The fact that Jesus died and rose from the dead means that we can experience abundant life on earth, and eternal life in heaven.

KEY VERSE(S):
“’Don’t be alarmed,’ he told them. ‘You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they put Him.’” (Mark 16:6)

THE ______________ IS OVERWHELMING THAT JESUS WAS DEAD
· “Pilate was surprised that he was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he had already died. When he found out from the centurion, he gave the corpse to Joseph.” (Mark 15:44-45)
· All credible scholars, secular and Christian, agree that Jesus was indeed dead when He was removed from the cross.
· “When they came to Jesus, they did not break his legs since they saw that he was already dead. 34 But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out.” (John 19:33-34)

THOSE ______________ TO HIM STILL DOUBTED HIS WORDS
· “When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they could go and anoint him.” (Mark 16:1)
· Our doubts do not disqualify us if we are willing to confront them.

THE ______________ IS OVERWHELMING THAT JESUS ROSE FROM THE DEAD
· “’Don’t be alarmed,’ he told them. ‘You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they put him.’” (Mark 16:6)
· The resurrected Jesus was seen by hundreds of people over a period of more than 40 days.

JESUS IS OFFERING US A ___________ _____________
·  “But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you to Galilee; you will see him there just as he told you.’” (Mark 16:7)
· [bookmark: _Hlk68159665]No matter what you have done, or what you have been through, Jesus died so that you can have a Second Chance!
CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

Icebreaker:
· Describe a time when you tried to kill a spider or bug but it kept “coming back to life” after you thought it was dead?
Start thinking:
· What stands out to you as you read John Mark 16:1-8?
· When you consider your faith, or when you face doubts, what is the bottom line for you – what is your anchor?
· Why do people create alternate explanations for Jesus’ resurrection? Give two or three reasons?
· Why do you think Jesus chose women, especially Mary Magdalene, to be the first to learn of the resurrection and tell others?
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· If you were to make up a story of a man resurrecting from the dead in the 1st century, how would your story differ than Luke’s account? Why is the difference actually evidence that Mark’s account is true?
· How does your own heart and personal experience give testimony to the resurrection of Christ?
· What does the resurrection of Jesus mean to you in regards to a second chance? What is a change you can make today in regards to a “Second chance”?

Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
· Heavenly Father, Words cannot adequately express my gratitude for your saving grace. Thank you for sending your Son Jesus to die on the cross to pay the sin debt I owed. I thank you even more that He rose from the dead defeating Satan and granting me eternal life with You in heaven. May my life be a living testimony to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus my Savior. - Amen


