VALUE OVER VALIDATION
John 1:40-42

WE NEED TO SEE THE VALUE OF INDIVIDUAL PEOPLE
· [bookmark: _Hlk62926960]“Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard John and followed him. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and told him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is translated “the Christ”), 42 and he brought Simon to Jesus.” (John 1:40-42a)
· God may not be asking you to preach the Gospel in front of hundreds, or thousands, but He IS calling on you to reach your one.
· [bookmark: _Hlk62927007]Reaching your one may result in your one reaching the masses.

WE NEED TO SEE THE VALUE OF INSIGNIFICANT GIFTS
· “There’s a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish —but what are they for so many?” (John 6:8-9)
· No gift is insignificant in the hands of Jesus. 
· [Jesus] looked up and saw the rich dropping their offerings into the temple treasury. He also saw a poor widow dropping in two  tiny coins. “Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor widow has put in more than all of them. For all these people have put in gifts out  of their surplus, but she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on.” (Luke 21:1-4)
· God’s ability to use a gift is in no way hindered or enhanced by the size of that gift. 
· It is the sacrificial faithfulness of the giver, not the size of the gift, that is the true measure of the gift’s significance.
· It’s not the greatness of the gift that counts, but rather  the greatness of the God to whom it is given.

WE NEED TO SEE THE VALUE OF INCONSPICUOUS SERVICE
· “Don’t work only while being watched, as people-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, do God’s will from your heart.” (Ephesians 6:6)
· A true disciple of Jesus focuses on serving for his/her audience of One (God), regardless of whether recognition by people is received.
· No act of service offered to God is insignificant.
· “Instead, God has chosen what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen what is weak in the world to shame  the strong. God has chosen what is insignificant and despised in the world—what is viewed as nothing—to bring to nothing what  is viewed as something, so that no one may boast in his presence.” (1 Corinthians 1:27-29)


[bookmark: _Hlk60986685]CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Icebreaker:
· Describe a time when someone anonymously did something really special for you (or for someone you know)?
Start thinking:
· What stands out to you as you read John 1:40-42?
· Why is the gift of the widow significant?
· Why is Paul’s message to the Ephesians in 6:6 important?
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· How does seeing the value in people affect how we do evangelism?
· Can you think of a time that you observed a small gift making a big difference?  What are some small gifts you can give to make a big difference?
· What are some ways that you can serve someone inconspicuously, but have a big impact?
· How can you apply some of these ideas to reaching your One?

Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
· Heavenly Father, I thank you for the privilege of knowing you. My heart is to see many more come to faith in Jesus as their Savior. I ask that you help me to stay on mission and to have the words to say to ____________ (the name of your One). Prepare their heart to receive the message of the Gospel, and guide me as I pray for them, serve them, and share with them. In Jesus’ Name. – Amen
