On Earth, as It Is in Heaven
Matthew 4:18-22

As he was walking along the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter), and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. “Follow me,” he told them, “and I will make you fish for people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in a boat with Zebedee their father, preparing their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. (Matthew 4:18-22, CSB).

JESUS DOESN’T CHOOSE THE BEST, HE CHOOSES THE _________________.
· “As he was walking along the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter), and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen.”
· Jesus chose the average everyday people because His work in the world wouldn’t come from their abilities for Him, but from what He would do through them.
· Jesus taught that His power in the weakest vessel was infinitely greater than the greatest talent without Him.

WE DON’T CHOOSE HIM, HE CHOOSES US.
· “Follow me,” he told them ... (Matthew 4:19a)
· “You did not choose me, but I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce fruit and that your fruit should remain, so that what-ever you ask the Father in my name, he will give you.” (John 15:16)

OUR PRIMARY _________________ IS TO BE WITH HIM.
· “Follow me,” he told them ...(Matthew 4:19a)
· To become like Jesus, you have to know Him. To know Him, you have to know His Word.

TO FOLLOW HIM, WE HAVE TO ____________ ALL.
· “Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.” (Matthew 4:20)
· To follow Jesus, He has to take precedence over everything else in life including our career and our closest relationships. 

HE COMMANDS US TO SPIRITUALLY _________________.


· “Follow me,” he told them, “and I will make you fish for people.” (Matthew 4:19)
· Following Jesus means you subject everything in your life to His lordship. 
· “My Father is glorified by this: that you produce much fruit and prove to be my disciples.” (John 15:8)
· “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20, CSB)

[bookmark: _Hlk60986685]CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

Icebreaker:
· If you could take one person with anywhere in the world, who would it be, and where would you go?
Start thinking:
· What stands out to you as you read Matthew 4:18-22?
· Why do you think Jesus expected them to drop everything and follow Him without hesitation?
· Why do you think Jesus chose ordinary people to follow Him and do His work, as opposed to choosing “the best of the best?”
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· Explain what “following Jesus” looks like from a Scriptural view? (There are many different scenarios. Think through this.)
· What have you been willing to “leave behind” to follow Jesus and do His work?
· Pastor Checkerz talked about our primary calling is to “be with Jesus.” What does that mean?
· Jesus commands us to “reproduce” other Christians. Only God can save people, but we have a responsibility to share Jesus consistently with others. How have you been doing at reproducing?
· Pray and choose your “One.” Take time this week to identify your “One” and begin the journey of leading them to faith in Christ this year. Pray for them by name daily. Build the relationship. Serve them. Share Jesus with them.
Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
· Heavenly Father, I thank you for the gift of Your salvation. I pray that you will help me to be faithful in leaving behind whatever is necessary so I can be faithful in following You. Help me to committed to sharing Jesus so that others may know You. In Jesus’ Name. - Amen  
