CHRISTMAS THROUGH THE EYES OF MARY
Luke 1:26-38

“In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man named Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And the angel came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you.’ 29 But she was deeply troubled by this statement, wondering what kind of greeting this could be. 30 Then the angel told her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 Now listen: You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of his father David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will have no end.’
34 Mary asked the angel, ‘How can this be, since I have not had sexual relations with a man?’
35 The angel replied to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 And consider your relative Elizabeth—even she has conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called childless. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.’
38 ‘See, I am the Lord’s servant,’ said Mary. ‘May it happen to me as you have said.’ Then the angel left her.” (Luke 1:26-38) 

THE BIG IDEA: We can have faith in God and trust Him even when we don’t understand the “how” in His plans.

GOD CHOOSES PEOPLE TO ACCOMPLISH HIS PLANS BECAUSE OF HIS _______________
· “In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man named Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And the angel came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you.’” (Luke 1:26-28)
· God can use anyone from anywhere to accomplish His plans.
· “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46)
· God chooses us because of His grace, not because of our gifts, talents, or pedigree. (See 1 Corinthians 1:26-31)
· “Brothers and sisters, consider your calling: Not many were wise from a human perspective, not many powerful, not many of noble birth. 27 Instead, God has chosen what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen what is weak in the world to shame the strong. 28 God has chosen what is insignificant and despised in the world—what is viewed as nothing—to bring to nothing what is viewed as something, 29 so that no one[g] may boast in his presence. 30 It is from him that you are in Christ Jesus, who became wisdom from God for us—our righteousness, sanctification, and redemption— 31 in order that, as it is written: Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” (1 Cor. 1:26-31)

WE CAN HAVE ______________ EVEN WHEN WE DON’T UNDERSTAND THE DETAILS
· “29 But she was deeply troubled by this statement, wondering what kind of greeting this could be. 30 Then the angel told her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 Now listen: You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of his father David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will have no end.’ 34 Mary asked the angel, ‘How can this be, since I have not had sexual relations with a man?’
· When you have true faith in God the question is never “Can God?” but rather “How will God?”
· God is able to do whatever He wills without us, but He desires to use us as part of His glorious Kingdom work.

WE SHOULD _________________ THE LORD’S INSTRUCTIONS REGARDLESS OF THE CONSEQUENCES
· “’See, I am the Lord’s servant,’ said Mary. ‘May it happen to me as you have said.’ Then the angel left her.” (Luke 1:38)
· The blessings of being obedient to the Lord will far outweigh any negative consequences of your faithfulness.
· Jesus – “Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it.” (Luke 11:28)
· We should be willing to endure whatever it takes to follow and serve the Lord because the greatest act of love in history was on display when God sent Jesus, born of a virgin, to die on the cross, shed His blood, and be resurrected for the sins of the world. 
· “She will give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21)
