CHRISTMAS THROUGH HEROD’S EYES
Matthew 2:1-18
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King Herod, wise men from the east arrived in Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star at its rising and have come to worship him.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was deeply disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 

THE BIG IDEA: Self-Centeredness leads to disastrous decisions, but God is sovereign even in the midst of rebelliousness.

WHEN WE ARE SELF-CENTERED:
WE ARE _____________________ BY THE PRESENCE OF JESUS
· “When King Herod heard this, he was deeply disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.” (Matthew 2:3)
· The deepest peace is found in the presence of Jesus – The Prince of Peace.
· “For a child will be born for us, a son will be given to us, and the government will be on his shoulders. He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)
· “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 5:1)

WHEN WE ARE SELF-CENTERED:
WE ARE _____________________ IN OUR ACTIONS
· “Then Herod secretly summoned the wise men and asked them the exact time the star appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and search carefully for the child. When you find him, report back to me so that I too can go and worship him.’” (Matthew 2:8-9)
· Lying and deceitfulness are clear signs than someone is being led by Satan rather than the Lord.
· “You are of your father the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he tells a lie, he speaks from his own nature, because he is a liar and the father of lies.” (John :44)

WHEN WE ARE SELF-CENTERED:
WE ARE _____________________ TO OTHERS
· “Then Herod, when he realized that he had been outwitted by the wise men, flew into a rage. He gave orders to massacre all the boys in and around Bethlehem who were two years old and under, in keeping with the time he had learned from the wise men.” (Matthew 2:16)
· Innocent people become collateral damage if we pursue our own egotistical desires rather than submitting to the Lord.
· “But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your heart, don’t boast and deny the truth. 15 Such wisdom does not come down from above but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there is disorder and every evil practice.” (James 3:14-16)
· As Christians we honor the Lord by laying our selfishness aside and seek the good of our neighbor.
· “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility consider others as more important than yourselves. 4 Everyone should look not to his own interests, but rather to the interests of others.” (Philippians 2:3-4)

GOS IS SOVEREIGN EVEN IN PEOPLE’S REBELLION
· “After they were gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, ‘Get up! Take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you. For Herod is about to search for the child to kill him.’ 14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night, and escaped to Egypt. 15 He stayed there until Herod’s death, so that what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled: Out of Egypt I called my Son.” (Matthew 2:13-15)
· No matter what Satan cooks up, or how many people fall into his deceptiveness, God is still in control and will have the final word.
· “Many plans are in a person’s heart, but the Lord’s decree will prevail.” (Proverbs 19:21)
· Even when the people who are closest to you, and should be celebrating with you, are the ones that turn on you, God is still accomplishing His plans.
· Joseph - “You planned evil against me; God planned it for good to bring about the present result—the survival of many people.” (Genesis 50:20)
