CHRISTMAS THROUGH JOSEPH’S EYES
Matthew 1:18-25
THE BIG IDEA: Even in the midst of extremely confusing circumstances, Joseph’s obedience triumphed over his feelings, setting the stage for the coming of the Saviour Jesus Christ.
Key things to note:
· Jesus’ birth was the result of the miraculous work of God to ensure that His divine nature would be evident.
· Jesus was born in a human way as a human baby to ensure that He could identify with us in our humanity.
· Jesus was adopted by Joseph to ensure that his heritage in the lineage of King David would be preserved.
· Jesus became “Immanuel, God with us” to save people from their sins.
· Jesus is fully God and fully man. 
JOSEPH’S RIGHTEOUSNESS RESULTED IN A COMPASSIONATE RESPONSE
· “So her husband, Joseph, being a righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her publicly, decided to divorce her secretly.” (Matthew 1:19)
· When we walk in the righteousness of God our anger is exchanged for mercy, and our contempt is exchanged for compassion.
· “Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and dearly loved, put on compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and forgiving one another if anyone has a grievance against another. Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you are also to forgive.” (Colossians 3:12-13)
JOSEPH’S OBEDIENCE TRIUMPHED OVER HIS FEELINGS
· “When Joseph woke up, he did as the Lord’s angel had commanded him.” (Matthew 1:24)
· The condition of our relationship with God determines our response to His directives.
· Jesus - “If you love me, you will keep my commands.” (John 14:15)
· Our obedience to God should override any feelings we may have that are in opposition to God’s directives.
· “Does the Lord take pleasure in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the Lord? Look: to obey is better than sacrifice, to pay attention is better than the fat of rams.” (1 Samuel 15:22)
JOSEPH’S INTEGRITY DEMONSTRATED HIS COMMITMENT TO THE LORD
· “He married her 25 but did not have sexual relations with her until she gave birth to a son. And he named him Jesus.” (Matthew 1:24b-25)
· Like Joseph, we should be more concerned with what God thinks of us than other people.
· “Instead, just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please people, but rather God, who examines our hearts.” (1 Thessalonians 2:4)
· A person who is truly committed to the Lord is willing to suffer rejection from others to be accepted by God.
· “For am I now trying to persuade people, or God? Or am I striving to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ.” (Galatians 1:10)
CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Icebreaker:
· Who do you most identify with in the Biblical Christmas story? Why?
Start thinking:
· How does the denial of Jesus’ virgin birth affect the Gospel message?
· How are Jesus’ divine and human natures different?
· Looking at Matthew 1:21, how does this affect the way you read the rest of the Gospel?
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· How have you typically responded toward people you felt betrayed you? (Try to be open and honest)
· Joseph was a righteous man. What does being “righteous” mean?
· How does our relationship with God impact our reactions to God’s directives? How have you worked on keeping your feelings submitted to the Lordship of Christ?
· What steps can you take to strengthen your commitment to obeying ALL of Christ’s teachings?
Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
· Heavenly Father, I am thankful that You listen to my prayers. As I learn how to prepare for prayer in a way that honors You, I pray that you would keep my heart pure, and my motives right. Remove any hindrances that keep me from deepening my walk with You. - Amen
Start digging. Read Scripture and Spend time reflecting.  
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