Reflecting Our Most Generous God
2 Corinthians 8:9 & John 3:16
“You are familiar with the generosity of our Master, Jesus Christ. Rich as He was, He gave it all away for us—in one stroke He became poor and we became rich.” 
2 Corinthians 8:9 (MSG)
John 3:16 (NCV) “God loved the world so much that He gave His one and only Son so that whoever believes in Him may not be lost, but have eternal life.” 
GENEROSITY ORIGINATES WITH THE ___________ OF GOD.
· “God loved the world so much that He gave” (John 3:16)

GENEROSITY MOVES US FROM OWNERSHIP TO _____________________
· Owners say: What do YOU have that I can TAKE from you.
· Stewards say: What do I have that I can GIVE to bless you.
GENEROSITY CHANGES OUR ____________ TO GREATER SIGNIFICANCE
1. Generosity MAKES Me More LIKE God.
a. “God so loved the world that he gave…” (John 3:16 NIV)
2. Generosity DRAWS Me CLOSER To God.
a. "Your heart will be where your treasure is." (Matthew 6:21 GW)
3. Generosity BREAKS The Grip Of ___________________.
a. "Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  Command them to…be generous and willing to share.  In this way... they may take hold of the life that is truly Life!" (1 Timothy 6:17-19 NIV)
4. Generosity Is An INVESTMENT For _________________. 
a. "... Give happily to those in need, and always be ready to share whatever God has given you.  By doing this, they will be storing up real treasure for themselves in heaven -- it is the only safe investment for eternity!"  (1 Timothy 6:18-19 LB)
5. Generosity BLESSES Me In RETURN.
a. “The generous will prosper; those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed.” (Proverbs 11:25 NLT)
6. Generosity STOKES Me UP. 
a. "The people rejoiced ... for they had given freely and wholeheartedly to the Lord. David also rejoiced greatly." (1 Chronicles 29:9 NIV)

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Icebreaker:
· Describe a time wen you witnessed someone being extremely generous. 
Start thinking:
· Jesus talked more about money and possessions than Heaven and Hell combined. Why do you think that is?
· Jesus talked about finances in 11 of His 39 parables. Why do you think it is so hard for many Christians to discuss biblical giving? What are so
· How is generosity an “investment for eternity” as mentioned?
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· Pastor Mike talked about the difference between “Ownership” and Stewardship.” What is your understanding of Stewardship?
· What has been your understanding of biblical giving and stewardship before this sermon? How has your understanding changed in light of the sermon?
· How are you doing stewarding what God has given, and is giving you? What changes might you need to make?
Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
· Heavenly Father, I thank you for your many blessings and provision in my life. I humbly ask that You give me a heart of generosity and help me to prioritize giving to You and Your work as an act of worship. Teach me and enable me to be a good steward of all that You bless me with. – In Jesus’ Name. Amen
Start digging. Read Scripture about acknowledging sin and godly grief.  
1 Timothy 6:17-19			Proverbs 11:24-25
Acts 20:35				Luke 21:1-4
