PRAY THIS!
Colossians 4:2-4
THE BIG IDEA: As we maintain a spirit of thanksgiving we should always be praying for wisdom and opportunities to share the Gospel (Good News) of Jesus Christ with others.
PRAYER IS THE MOST IMPORTANT ___________________ OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
· “Devote yourselves to prayer…” (Colossians 4:2a)
· Prayer is the one thing that can never be taken from you, and the one thing Satan fears the most.
· “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this darkness, against evil, spiritual forces in the heavens…Pray at all times in the Spirit with every prayer and request, and stay alert with all perseverance and intercession for all the saints.” (Ephesians 6:12, 18)
· Praying was a priority for the early Church and should be for us as well if we are to accomplish what God has called us to do.
PRAYING FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO SHARE JESUS IS _______________________ TO PRAYING THE HEART OF GOD
· “…praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word…” (Colossians 4:3a)
· Because of God’s great love for mankind His desire is that no one enters eternity apart from Him.
· “The Lord does not delay his promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9)
· God is patient to allow time for us to share Jesus, and for people to respond to the Gospel (The Good News of Salvation through Jesus).
· God’s patience should not be used an excuse to delay, or refuse, to share Jesus.
PRAYING FOR NON-BELIEVERS SHOULD LEAD US TO ____________________________ AMONG NON-BELIEVERS
· “so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; 4 that I may make it clear in the way that I ought to proclaim it.” (Colossians 4:3b-4)
· Sharing the Gospel with non-believers is not an optional activity for Christians, it is an expectation from God.
· Jesus - “Then he said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.’” (Mark 16:15)
· Jesus – “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)
· Jesus - “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)
· Pray with thanksgiving that God will open doors for you to share Jesus and then watch how God uses you to advance His Kingdom!
CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Icebreaker:
· Describe a time when you were put on the spot to share something and you had no idea what to say? 
Start thinking:
· What would you say are the top 3 most important things a Christian should do regularly? Why?
· Why do you think the Apostle Paul put so much emphasis on having a thankful heart, especially when we pray?
· Why can’t we just rely on the “professionals” (ordained ministers, pastors, and paid staff) to do evangelism?
Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· What have been some obstacles that have kept you from praying for opportunities, and/or actually sharing Jesus with others?
· When was the last time you prayed this way and actually shared the Gospel with someone? How did it go?
· If God already knows who will get saved then why do we need to pray for opportunities to share the Gospel?
· As you conclude group pray for one another to share the Gospel this week and for those who will hear the Gospel to respond.
Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
· Heavenly Father, I thank you that I am part of your mission t make Jesus known to the world. I realize that there are many who don’t know you. Give me opportunities to share Jesus this week and regularly, and give me wisdom and the words to say. - Amen
Start digging. Read Scripture and meditate on the verses.  
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