UNDIVIDED #3: AWARENESS
Acts 10:18-22

[bookmark: _Hlk50637940]“While Peter was thinking about the vision, the Spirit told him, “Three men are here looking for you. 20 Get up, go downstairs, and go with them with no doubts at all, because I have sent them.”

21 Then Peter went down to the men and said, “Here I am, the one you’re looking for. What is the reason you’re here?”

22 They said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who has a good reputation with the whole Jewish nation, was divinely directed by a holy angel to call you to his house and to hear a message from you.” 23 Peter then invited them in and gave them lodging.
The next day he got up and set out with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa went with him. 24 The following day he entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him, fell at his feet, and worshiped him.

26 But Peter lifted him up and said, “Stand up. I myself am also a man.” 27 While talking with him, he went in and found a large gathering of people. 28 Peter said to them, “You know it’s forbidden for a Jewish man to associate with or visit a foreigner, but God has shown me that I must not call any person impure or unclean. 29 That’s why I came without any objection when I was sent for. So may I ask why you sent for me?” 

THE BIG IDEA: The People of God are aware that those who are made in the image of God need the message of the Gospel.

THE PEOPLE OF GOD ARE LED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD.
While Peter was thinking about the vision, the Spirit told him, “Three men are here looking for you. 20 Get up, go downstairs, and go with them with no doubts at all, because I have sent them.” 21 Then Peter went down to the men and said, “Here I am, the one you’re looking for. What is the reason you’re here?” (Acts 10:19-21)
The Disciples were given a promise from Jesus regarding the Holy Spirit in their lives. 
 “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have told you.” (John 14:26)
Obedience to Christ and His word will lead to a deeper awareness and challenge our personal prejudices and biases. 
“I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)

THE PEOPLE OF GOD OBEY AND REMOVE HUMAN BARRIERS
“They said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who has a good reputation with the whole Jewish nation, was divinely directed by a holy angel to call you to his house and to hear a message from you.” 23 Peter then invited them in and gave them lodging. The next day he got up and set out with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa went with him.” (Acts 10:22-23)
As believers we must shine the light on any barriers that would hinder us from proclaiming the Gospel message.
“If we are caught up on human distinctions, political fractions, and prejudices our own, we are hindering the work God has called us too. 
“How, then, can they call on him they have not believed in? And how can they believe without hearing about him? And how can they hear without a preacher? 15 And how can they preach unless they are sent?” (Romans 10:14-15)


THE PEOPLE OF GOD ARE AWARE OF FELLOW IMAGE BEARERS
The following day he entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him, fell at his feet, and worshiped him. 26 But Peter lifted him up and said, “Stand up. I myself am also a man.” 27 While talking with him, he went in and found a large gathering of people (Acts 10:24-26)
Peter directs Cornelius away from himself and makes this statement. “Stand up. I myself am also a man.”
We are all mankind. We are human, made in the image and likeness of God. 
An image bearer that holds on to prejudice views over another image bearer has forgotten who holds their very existence in their hands. 
The imago Dei is that in man which constitutes him as him-whom-God-loves.- John Piper

THE PEOPLE OF GOD ARE AWARE OF THE PLAN OF GOD
Peter said to them, “You know it’s forbidden for a Jewish man to associate with or visit a foreigner, but God has shown me that I must not call any person impure or unclean. 29 That’s why I came without any objection when I was sent for. So may I ask why you sent for me?” (Acts 10:27-29)
The spirit led believer, obedient to Christ and his word, will be challenged in their prejudices and bias the more they continue to grow in obedience to Him. 
Our God has always been a God for every people group, every nationality.
“I will also make you a light for the nations, to be my salvation to the ends of the earth.” Isaiah 49:6
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations.” Matthew 28:19
We are one race (human) Created by God with Multiple ethnicities. Each in need of the saving grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
“But now in Christ Jesus, you who were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who made both groups one and tore down the dividing wall of hostility.” Ephesians 2:13-14
