UNDIVIDED #1: BLIND SPOTS
Acts 10:1-18

[bookmark: _Hlk50637940]“There was a man in Caesarea named Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the Italian Regiment. 2 He was a devout man and feared God along with his whole household. He did many charitable deeds for the Jewish people and always prayed to God. 3 About three in the afternoon he distinctly saw in a vision an angel of God who came in and said to him, “Cornelius.”

4 Staring at him in awe, he said, “What is it, Lord?”

The angel told him, “Your prayers and your acts of charity have ascended as a memorial offering before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa and call for Simon, who is also named Peter. 6 He is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea.”

7 When the angel who spoke to him had gone, he called two of his household servants and a devout soldier, who was one of those who attended him. 8 After explaining everything to them, he sent them to Joppa.

9 The next day, as they were traveling and nearing the city, Peter went up to pray on the roof about noon. 10 He became hungry and wanted to eat, but while they were preparing something, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw heaven opened and an object that resembled a large sheet coming down, being lowered by its four corners to the earth. 12 In it were all the four-footed animals and reptiles of the earth, and the birds of the sky. 13 A voice said to him, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.”

[bookmark: _Hlk50643391]14 “No, Lord!” Peter said. “For I have never eaten anything impure and ritually unclean.”

15 Again, a second time, the voice said to him, “What God has made clean, do not call impure.” 16 This happened three times, and suddenly the object was taken up into heaven.

17 While Peter was deeply perplexed about what the vision he had seen might mean, right away the men who had been sent by Cornelius, having asked directions to Simon’s house, stood at the gate. 18 They called out, asking if Simon, who was also named Peter, was lodging there.
THE BIG IDEA: We must overcome “Blind Spots” (Ignorance) – especially across ethnic lines - if we are to experience true gospel community in the Church.
A COMMITMENT TO RELIGIOUS BEHAVIOR CANNOT HEAL WHAT ONLY THE GOSPEL CAN FIX
· “There was a man in Caesarea named Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the Italian Regiment. 2 He was a devout man and feared God along with his whole household. He did many charitable deeds for the Jewish people and always prayed to God.” (Acts 10:1-2)
· No amount of religious behavior can save us from the consequences of our sin; trusting in Jesus’ atoning work on the cross is the only sufficient means of salvation.
·  “For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift— 9 not from works, so that no one can boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)
· Acknowledging our need for complete redemption in and through Christ alone positions us to overcome our “Blind Spots.”

A COMMITMENT TO PRAYER POSITIONS US TO HEAR FROM GOD
· “About three in the afternoon he distinctly saw in a vision an angel of God who came in and said to him, ‘Cornelius.’ 4Staring at him in awe, he said, ‘What is it, Lord?’ The angel told him, ‘Your prayers and your acts of charity have ascended as a memorial offering before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa and call for Simon, who is also named Peter. 6 He is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea.’” (Acts 10:3-6)
· God answers those who are committed to prayer, even those who are still seeking to actually know Him personally.
· “The next day, as they were traveling and nearing the city, Peter went up to pray on the roof about noon…13 A voice said to him, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” (Acts 10:9-13)
· When we truly grasp the grace and mercy of God poured out on us as Christians, it should drive us into a deeper commitment to prayer.

OUR LACK OF UNDERSTANDING CAN BE SO PERVASIVE THAT WE DISPUTE EVEN THE LORD’S WORDS
· “’No, Lord!’ Peter said. ‘For I have never eaten anything impure and ritually unclean.’” (Acts 10:14)
· Peter’s rejection of the Lord’s words regarding crossing cultural barriers was a result of a lifetime of being taught exclusivism and separation.
· The vision God gave Peter in Acts 10 was to show that God’s Church was designed for Jews and Gentiles (all other ethnic groups) to worship the Lord collectively in unity.
· As Christians we should be intentional about reaching across cultural lines to build relationships with those who are different from us.

GOD IS AT WORK EVEN IN OUR IGNORANCE
· “While Peter was deeply perplexed about what the vision he had seen might mean, right away the men who had been sent by Cornelius, having asked directions to Simon’s house, stood at the gate. 18 They called out, asking if Simon, who was also named Peter, was lodging there.” (Acts 10:17-18)
· Our “Blind Spots” (Ignorance) do not keep God from accomplishing His plans and purposes.
· “Remember what happened long ago, for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and no one is like me. 10 I declare the end from the beginning, and from long ago what is not yet done, saying: my plan will take place, and I will do all my will..” (Isaiah 46:9-10)
· We cannot walk rightly before the Lord if we are unwilling to identify our blind spots, and then seek to overcome them through intentional growth and understanding.

