THE BLESSED LIFE #8: 
THE BLESSING OF BEING PERSECUTED
Matthew 5:10-12
THE BIG IDEA: You will be persecuted when you stand for righteousness, but your heavenly reward outweighs your current suffering.
STANDING FOR _____________ WILL RESULT IN BEING ATTACKED BY OTHERS
· Living a righteous life will result in you standing out from those who live according to this world’s values and priorities.
· “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.” (Matthew 5:10)
· When we display the kingdom characteristics that Jesus outlined in the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-9) we will face persecution from others.
OUR ________________ REWARD IS GREATER THAN OUR _______________ SUFFERING
· “You are blessed when they insult you and persecute you and falsely say every kind of evil against you because of me. 12 Be glad and rejoice, because your reward is great in heaven.” (Matthew 5:11-12a)
· Any suffering we face in this life is only temporary and pales in comparison to what awaits those who are true Christians.
· “The Spirit himself testifies together with our spirit that we are God’s children, 17 and if children, also heirs—heirs of God and coheirs with Christ—if indeed we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed to us.” (Romans 8:16-18)
· Because of the promises of God we can stand firm in our faith and be filled with hope in spite of our circumstances.
WHEN YOU ARE ______________________ FOR YOUR FAITH YOU ARE IN GOOD COMPANY
· “For that is how they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” (Matthew 5:12b)
· We can continue to press on in this life because of the foundation that was laid by those who went before us as God’s ambassadors.
· See Hebrews 11:32-38 (Key verse: 38)
(Continued on back)
· “The world was not worthy of them...” (Hebrews 11:38a)
· While God never promises to keep us from facing persecution and troubles, He does promise that He will be with us and enable us to make it through the storms of life.

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Matthew 5:10-12
Icebreaker:
1. What is a hard lesson that you have learned in life?
Start thinking:
1. How would you define the righteousness spoken of in verse 10?
1. Why is it so hard for Christians to stand for righteousness in today’s culture?
1. How does the persecution we face today in America differ from the persecution God’s people faced in biblical times?
Start sharing. Go deeper with these questions to create openness. (Discuss all of them time allows)
1. In what ways have you personally faced persecution for your faith? How did you respond?
1. What is your understanding of suffering in relation to being a Christian? What Scriptures shaped your view of suffering?
1. How does God’s promise of our Kingdom inheritance (eternal life in His presence and the absence of suffering) help you deal with persecution and suffering in this life?
1. What Beatitude spoke to you the most? Explain. 
Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
1. Jesus, I thank You for Your promise that You will never leave me nor forsake me. I thank you for the promise of eternal life in Your presence. I ask that You help me to endure hardships as a good soldier for Christ, and that my life’s testimony points people to You. Strengthen me when I get discouraged. -Amen
Start digging. Read Scripture about being persecuted and our response to it.  
Hebrews 11:32-38			John 15:18
James 1:2-4				2 Timothy 3:12
1 Peter 4:12-14			Matthew 5:44
