[bookmark: _Hlk48203703]THE BLESSED LIFE #6: BEING PURE IN YOUR HEART
Matthew 5:8
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” (Matthew 5:8)
THE BIG IDEA: True faithfulness to God is found in our internal purity, as opposed to simply appearing righteous to others.

___________________ PURITY ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT
· “Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place? 4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully.” (Psalm 24:3-4)
· A tomb that had been washed clean on the outside still has a dead body on the inside; just as a person who appears righteous to onlookers, but is impure within.
· “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness. 28 So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.” (Matthew 23:27-28)
OUR ________________ PURITY IS AFFECTED BY OUR 

________________ CONDITION
· “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” (Matthew 5:27-28)
· A heart that is fixed on being “cleaned” by the Lord will result in a life that honors and glorifies Him.
· “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” (Psalm 51:10)
· When our hearts and our thoughts are consumed with pleasing God, our external behavior will match our internal transformation.
THE PURE IN HEART WILL SEE THE ______________ OF GOD
· “See what great love the Father has given us that we should be called God’s children—and we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it didn’t know Him. 2 Dear friends, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet been revealed. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him because we will see Him as he is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself just as He is pure.” (1 John 3:2-3)
· In our current condition we know God partially, but those who are in Christ will see Him fully one day.
· “No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face…” (Revelation 22:3-4a)
· Living the Blessed Life results in seeing the face of God and worshipping Him in all of His glory.

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

Icebreaker:
· If you were going on a spiritual retreat, what three things would you take, and why? (Aside from your Bible and pen.)
Start thinking:
· What do you think of when you hear the word “pure” ?
· Why is internal purity emphasized so much in Scripture?
· What does it mean that we will “see God” as referenced in Matthew 5:8 and Revelation 22:3-4?
Start sharing. Choose 2 questions to create openness. (Discuss more if time allows)
· What are some common areas we need to focus on remaining pure in heart?
· What are some ways we can work on becoming “pure in heart” ?
· What steps have you already taken to be “pure in heart” ?
· Identify someone in your Connect Group that you can be honest about an area you struggle with being “pure in heart” so that you can pray for one another. Then share together and pray for one another.
Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
· Jesus, I know that there are areas in my life where I fall short. Like King David, I ask that you create in me a clean heart and renew a right spirt within me so that my life will bring honor and glory to You. I thank You for Your mercy and Grace in my life. -Amen
Start digging. Read Scripture about being pure in heart and seeing God.  
Revelation 22:3-4			Matthew 5:21-30
1 John 3:2-3				James 4:8
What areas need to be purified in my heart? 
