THE BESSED LIFE #5: “MERCY FROM MERCY”
Matthew 5:7

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.” (Matthew 5:7)
THE BIG IDEA: Because God has shown mercy to us, we can and should, show mercy to others.
MERCIFUL PEOPLE ARE NOT _________-_________________
· “While he was reclining at the table in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came to eat with Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?’ 12 Now when he heard this, he said, ‘It is not those who are well who need a doctor, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means: I desire mercy and not sacrifice. For I didn’t come to call the righteous, but sinners.’”
· Living the Blessed Life is the fruit of embracing a life of broken surrender to the Lord, while breaking free from the bondage of “appearing religious.” 
MERCIFUL PEOPLE HAVE THE RIGHT ____________________
· “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You pay a tenth of mint, dill, and cumin, and yet you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy, and faithfulness. These things should have been done without neglecting the others. 24 Blind guides! You strain out a gnat, but gulp down a camel!” (Matthew 23:23-24)
· “A great obstacle and enemy to mercy is the preoccupation with trifles in life. The bondage to triviality is the curse of the unmerciful.” – Piper
MERCIFUL PEOPLE GRIEVE AND ACT AGAINST SINFUL ______________________
· “It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and the kind of sexual immorality that is not even tolerated among the Gentiles—a man is sleeping with his father’s wife. 2 And you are arrogant! Shouldn’t you be filled with grief and remove from your congregation the one who did this?” (1 Corinthians 5:1-2)
· A merciful person takes no delight in having to exercise biblical discipline with a person who refuses to repent of immoral behavior. 
· “As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, have nothing more to do with him, 11 knowing that 
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· Exercising mercy along with biblical justice is sometimes necessary to protect the flock of God from divisive people.

“Our ability to extend mercy is directly related to how we understand the mercy that has been shown to us from God.”
– Pastor Checkerz

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

Icebreaker:
· What is the biggest way you have changed since being a child? In what way(s) are you still the same?
Start thinking:
· What does biblical mercy consist of?
· What are some examples of mercy that you have personally seen/experienced in your life?
· Why is it important for Christians to extend mercy to others?
Start sharing. Choose 2 questions to create openness.
· What does self-righteousness look like in today’s world?
· How does our understanding of our spiritual bankruptcy help us to be merciful?
· Why do you think it’s so hard to show mercy to others?
· How does it make you feel knowing that God has shown you mercy when you deserved judgement?
· Why is it important to combine mercy and justice when a person refuses to repent of sinful behavior?
Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
· Jesus, Thank You for being merciful towards me. I ask that You help me to show mercy to others from the outflow of mercy I have received. Forgive me where I have been self-righteous. Teach me how to love others unconditionally and to be a person of peace.-Amen
Start digging. Read Scripture about showing mercy in a biblical way.  
Luke 10:25-37			James 2:12-13
Luke 6:36-37			Jude 1:17-23

Who do you need to show mercy to this week? 
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